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     Congratulations to Sandy Smith on being named 
Writer of the Year by the IWL  
 
     Do you know an Idaho Writers’ League member 
who would qualify for either Poet or Writer of the Year? 
What about the Lifetime Achievement Award? Learn 
how to send in a nomination on page 4. 
 
     The Assigned Theme for the 2004 Contest will be 
“Mystery Writer” and “Writing With Your Heart.”  The 
Assigned Title will be “Have You Been Through the Sil-
ver Valley?” and “Know Thyself.”  The contest dates 
are October 1, 2003 to March 1, 2004. 
 
     Kathryn Hamshar will be doing a poetry reading on 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at the Priest River Library from 
noon to 1 o’clock.  There will be refreshments. 

 
 

     In years past we have had a Christmas party 
in the early part of December to celebrate the close of 
the year.  This year in lieu of a Christmas party, we are 
having a simple year-end meeting. 
     Our last meeting of the year will be on December 
20th, 2003.  It will be at the East Bonner County Li-
brary from 9am – 12pm.  This will be a breakfast 
potluck.  The Chapter will be providing bagels, 
cream cheese, and fruit trays.  Please bring a 
breakfast item to share.  We will be celebrating the 
successes of our chapter members for the year 2003. 
     To all who are willing to accept the challenge – write 
a 99-word poem – the theme is: "A good year for…" 
We'll share them at the meeting. 

 
 
      The problems of the 
world cannot possibly be 
solved by skeptics or 
cynics whose horizons 
are limited by the obvious 
realities. We need men 
who can dream of things 
that never were.  
          - John F. Kennedy  
   
 
Watch clouds and 
winds . . . . . 
          and all earth’s living                                                                
things unfold. . . 
                 . . . each day . . . 
               a miracle. . . . . . . 
                 — Gwen Frostie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idaho Writers’ League 
P.O. Box 492 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
Sandpoint@idahowritersleague.
com 
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How's Your Perspective? 
By Cassandra Cridland 

 
The rule states in order to have an ef-

fective scene you can only have one point of 
view (POV).  What is POV?  It is the perspec-
tive through which you tell your story.  A well-
written POV gives scenes crisp impact.  Do it 
right and your reader won't even realize they've 
been skillfully manipulated.  Mishandling POV 
causes confusion.  Your reader receives an 
overload of unnecessary information.  As a re-
sult, the scene becomes lost in the muddle.  To 
do POV correctly you must first decide who is 
telling your story. 

The first person story is told by a char-
acter narrator.  They may be the main character 
or a bystander, but they tell the story from an 
"I" POV.  The "I went", "I did", "I saw" per-
spective works best in juvenile or short fiction. 

It's important to note, stories are about 
change.  In order for a first person story to be 
considered a success the person changed by the 
story's events must be the narrator and not nec-
essarily the characters. 

The most commonly used perspective 
in fiction is a story told by an author in the 
third person POV.  Your options in this "he 
said", "she saw", "they did" format are varied 
and determined by the degree of information 
you wish to impart to the reader. 

Known as either the Omniscient or Edi-
torial Author, the classical epic format projects 
the author as story-god.  The author presents 
the reader with total knowledge, going into the 
mind of any character, interpreting the charac-
ter's mannerisms, thoughts, and appearance.  In 
this way the reader is given the wide view, all 
details of past and future events are spelled out.  
It is the author who provides the stories reflec-
tions, casts judgments, and states truths.  A 

prime example of this style is "The Princess 
Bride" by William Goldman. 

In contemporary writing the Limited 
Omniscient viewpoint is the norm for third 
person POV.  This is a perspective with 
boundaries.  The story is objectively reported 
plus the additional insight of one character's 
thoughts.  Every scene is limited by what the 
POV character can see, feel, hear, touch, or 
think. 

An uncommon third person POV is 
the Objective Author perspective.  Heming-
way is probably the author best known for use 
of this style.  The story is told giving only the 
external elements.  Any conclusions to be 
drawn are done completely by the reader. 

While you may have only one POV 
character per scene, you may have as many 
POV characters per story as you need.  To ef-
fectively switch between scenes and POV 
characters it is important to give your readers 
clues.  To indicate a shift in time or place, but 
not POV character simply double space in 
your manuscript between scenes.  When 
changing POV character between scenes dou-
ble space and then place a single symbol or a 
row of symbols to draw attention to the 
change.  You may use any type of symbol, or 
even a simple line to make this indication. 

The goal is clear.  Write a great story 
that is easy for your reader to follow.  Don't 
muddle the scene by jumping from one char-
acter's POV to another's like emotional hop-
scotch.  Don't introduce details the POV char-
acter couldn't possibly know.  Become inti-
mate with your character's emotions then 
write thoughts and feelings they would legiti-
mately express. 

In short, give your readers a clear 
POV and you'll generate stories with impact. 

 

How to speak proper English:  Be more or less specific.  Also, always avoid annoying allitera-
tion.  Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies.   No sentence fragments. Contractions 
aren't necessary and shouldn't be used.  Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.  



Joanna wins “Roaring Lamb” Award 
 
Joanna Fuchs has won a First Place Amy  
Foundation "Roaring Lamb" Award for a let-
ter to the editor of the Spokesman Review, 
published June 24, 2003.  The award carries 
a prize of $200.  The "Roaring Lamb" 
awards recognize Christians whose letters 
are published in a secular publication, con-
tain scripture and address a current issue. 
 
Here's the letter: 
 
Leonard Pitts (6/8) says that since we freely 
use the term "Muslim terrorist," we should 
call serial bomber Eric Rudolph a "Christian 
terrorist." 
 
According to the New Testament, govern-
ments may use force to keep order (Romans 
13), but any individual who commits vio-
lence disobeys the teachings of Jesus, who 
said: "Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you. If someone 
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 
other also. If someone takes your cloak, do 
not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 
Do to others as you would have them do to 
you." (Luke 6:27-31) 
 
Islam, however, promotes violence. Former 
Muslim Dr. Ergun Caner says "Islam is a re-
ligion of warfare. If anyone says in the me-
dia that Islam is a religion of peace, they ei-
ther don't know the Koran or they are lying." 
 
Although most Muslims are not terrorists, 
most terrorists are Muslims, acting in accord 
with Islamic doctrine. Terrorists who say 
they are Christians, however, are acting in 
opposition to Christianity, which teaches 
peace. 

 
IWL – SANDPOINT CHAPTER   

STATE OF THE CHAPTER REPORT — 
OCT. 18, 2003  

Officers for 2003: 
              President:  Cassandra Cridland         
              Vice President:  Charles Glock 
              Treasurer:  Bette Poss                       
              Secretary:  Mona Vanek 
              Immediate Past-President:  Bonnie Spalding  
 
Current membership:  23 members 
 
Treasurer's Report:              
              Checking Account Balance: $ 1002.93 
              Profit and Loss Statement:  October 2002 – 
              October 2003 
                            Income:     $1870.03 
                            Expenses:  $1804.48 
                            Net Profit: $65.55 
 
Number of Workshops: 2 
 
Community Service Project:  Members judged contest 
entries for the VFW student essay contest. 

Markets for your writing 
 
Poetry markets: http://www.
thepoetrymarket.com/ 
 
Literary markets: http://www.newpages.
com/NPGuides/litmags.htm  
 
Paying markets: http://www.unc.edu/depts/
cqonline/links.htm.  
 
Paying E-zines: http://www.littlebehemoth.
com/ 
 
Children's Writing -- Society of Children's 
Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBSI): 
http://www.scbwi.org/ 
 
http://www.write4kids.com/index.html 
 
"Secrets of Writing for Kids" e-report for be-
ginners - writing4kids@autobots.net.  
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Requirements for IWL Poet or Writer of the 
Year Awards: 
 
1) Any chapter may nominate members for one or both 

of these awards. Members may self-nominate. Eligi-
bility is per Article III of the Bylaws. Previous nomi-
nees and previous winners may be re-nominated in 
subsequent years during which they have additional 
works published. The State Second Vice President is 
not eligible for nomination during his/her term in of-
fice. 

 
2) Deadline is March 1, 2004 for the Second Vice Presi-

dent to receive nominations. 
 
3) Criteria for nomination: 

4) Nominations must include: 
 

Publication* of written work during the previous 
year with a byline. 
• Poetry: any form, serious or light; any length. 
• Prose: Novels, novellas, and short stories in all 

genres. Non-fiction books, booklets, magazine 
and newspaper articles. Essay, personal opinion 
pieces, published letters (e.g., in newspapers). 

*Publication includes any of the following: 
1. Self-published books or booklets for sale to the 

general publice (this includes vanity press). 
2. Published books or booklets for which the 

author was paid. 
3. Magazines, newspaper, literary and other 

journal, and any other publishers which may or 
may not pay in kind or cash but which provides 
a byline for the author. 

4. Chapbooks of poetry, essays, or short stories 
published by chapters, the author, or outside 
publishers, which are for sale or are available to 
the general public, which may or may not pay 
in kind or cash, but which provide a byline for 
the author. 

5. Electronic or other media, which include 
byline. 

a. A resume of the writer’s work published in 
the previous year (e.g., work published in 
1999 for the 2000 award). 

b. Photocopies of work(s) published in maga-
zines, journals, newspapers, etc., including 
the masthead of the publication showing the 
date of publication. Entire published books 
should be sent; these will be returned. 

5) The Second Vice President selects the judge
(or judges) who will be paid $20.00 for each 
category of the contest they judge. One win-
ner in each category will be picked. The Sec-
ond Vice President will announce the win-
ners at annual state conference. The award in 
each category is a personalized plaque and a 
permanent plaque with the winner’s name 
engraved, which will hang in the Statehouse 
in Boise. 

 
Requirements for Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award: 
 
1) Any chapter or member may nominate one 

person per year for this award. Eligibility is 
per Article III of the Bylaws. Authors may be 
renominated if not selected. Previous winners 
may not be re-nominated. The State Second 
Vice President is not eligible for nomination 
during his/her term of office. 

2) Deadline is March 1, 2004 for Second Vice 
President to receive nominations. 

3) Criteria considered for nomination: 
a. Active participation in IWL at local or 

state level. 
b. Service to IWL at local or state level. 
c. Written work, whether published or not. 
d. IWL and other contest placement. 
e. Other recognition of written work. 

 
4)  Nomination must include: 

a. A cover letter from the nominator. 
b. Samples of written work, any genre. 

Minimum page limit 10; maximum 
25. 

c. Summary of active participation in 
IWL at state or local level. 

d. Summary of IWL service at state or 
local level. 

e. Summary of publication history, if 
any. 

f. Summary of contest placement and 
other recognition of written work. 

 
5) The recipient will be chosen by a judge se-
lected by the Second Vice President (they may 
choose not to award this recognition during any 
single year.) The Second vice President will an-
nounce the winner at the annual state conference. 
The award is a personal plaque and a permanent 
plaque with the winner’s name engraved, which 
will hang in the Statehouse in Boise. 
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