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COEUR d’ALENE
IWL MEETINGS:

June 10

Jewett House

9:00 AM —Noon

Speaker: ThomasLeo

Program: Why WritersNeed
Websites

Junel8

L utheran Church

6:30—9:30PM

Speaker: WesHanson

Program: Writing Persona Essays

July 8

Jewett House

9:00AM —Noon
Speaker: Nikki Arana
Program: Query Letters

JuneBirthdays
ELIZABETH MASTIN 6/1
SUSAN FRANCIS 6/2

If your name has NOT appeared
here during the year, and you
would like it to, get your birth
date (month and day) to
Jennifer Rova or David

Hibberd.

SEVEN REASONS
TO TAKE YOUR LAPTOP
ON VACATION

Summer’shere, and many of uswill beheading out on
tripsof onesort or another: vacations, conferences,
businesstravel, weekend jaunts. You might betempted
tojust leaveyour writing projectsat home and get back
tothem later. That might betheright thingtodoiif

you' ve beenworking intensely to meet deadlinesor
perfect apieceof writing. Inthat case, you could usea
breather. Or if the point of the vacation isto spend timewithyour family,
they may bealittlemiffedif you bring work withyou. Still, asawriter,
consider taking your laptop or at least ajournal with you onyour travels.
Hereare sevenreasonswhy:

1. Capturebrilliant ideas. Someof the best ideascometo uswhile
we' restaring idly out the car window or lying on adeck chair. You
may think you' Il never forget that great ideafor astory or wonderful
turn of phrase, but why takeachance? Jot it downwhileit'sfreshin
your mind.

2. Eavesdrop. Travelinginadifferent region of theU. S. or aforeign
country isagreat way to pick up the cadence of thelocal diaect and
certainwordsor phrasesyou don’t hear every day. You may never
utter thephrase, “Well, that just dillsmy pickle!” butit might bea
perfect linefor the Southern belleinyour story.

3. Describethelocation. What'stheweather likewhereyou're
going?What kindsof plantsgrow there? How doestheair feel ?
What do you smell?Isit flat, hilly, mountainous? What do the houses
look like?What are peoplewearing? Driving? Doing? You never
know when some of these detailsmight work their way into astory,
if you’ ve captured them on paper or on your hard drive.

4. Remember thefood. What'stheregional cuisine? Aretherefoods
you can't get at home?What' sthe predominant ethnic influence?
Seafood at the beach? Cherriesin thefruit belt? Enjoy asucculent
regional meal and take notes, right there at thetable. (Maybe

Jennifer Leo
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Laptopsfrom page 1

someonewill think you' rearestaurant critic
andyou' |l get extra-specia VIPtreatment!)

5. Passthetime. Travel caninvolvealot of
waitinginairports, train stations, and hotel
lobbies. If you haveawriting project with you
towork on, you'll never haveto be bored.

6. Escape. Sometimesvacationscanleadtoa
littletoo much family togetherness. Taking
sometime out to goto aquiet place and write
for awhile can restoreyour equilibrium.

7. Readthelocal pressand regional
magazines. Newsitemsand features about
what’sgoing onin other partsof the country or
world can begreat fodder for storiesyou
might want to pitch to editorsback home.
Make anote of them.

Bonvoyage, and happy writing!

Jenny

Two-Minute Reads

Thanksto all thosewho havesigned up for
our Two-MinuteReads. Wehaveonly
ONE SLOT left for 2009, our October 15
evening meetinag.

We wat YOU

for our Two-Minute Reads.
To sign up for a Two-Minute Read, please
email Nancy Barnesat
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com

IWL Lending
Library

Our Coeur d’Alene Chapter IWL
Lending Library consists of a list
of more than 200 books related
to the craft of writing offered for
loan by members to members.

Any member who has not
received a copy of our Lending Library list,
please email Nancy Barnes at
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com and she will
email you a copy.

Hard copies of the list are also available at
IWL meetings.

We encourage all members to take
advantage of this great resource!

REFRESHMENT
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

We need a few folks to bring our meeting
munchies this summer!
With personal summer schedules getting more in
line now that the sunny season is upon us, please
consider bringing some goodies for our meetings
this summer.
We need folks to step up for the
June evening, July day, and August
evening meetings.

If you will be in town and will be attending one of
these meetings, how about bringing a snack to
share. If we get a couple of folks to contribute at
each meeting, the burden is light. Bring what you
like to eat and share it with the group!

Please take a turn bringing refreshments to the
night meetings in the next couple months. Please
contact Hospitality Chair Barbara Rostad, 777-
1030, to volunteer.

Board Meetings

Board meetingsare held on the Monday beforethe
Wednesday meeting each month. The June8th
meeting will beat Perkins Restaurant in Coeur d’ Alene
at 10:00AM.

All member sarewelcometo attend.




Chapter Highlights
r Wednesday morning speaker, Susan Hagen
Nipp, waked usthrough her journey of becoming
aninternational best salling author of children’s*Ed-U-
Tainment” books, audio and video products.

The adventure began back inthe 1970'swhen two
schoolteachers, Susan and her coworker PamelaConn
Bell, identified aneed of their young students. They sdlf
published - literdly doing al the printing, collating, and
gtapling work by hand, (including drawing musical
saveswitharuler!), apamphlet of children’sactivities
withmusic asthefocus.

Thecreation of thisinitial work snowballed into the
huge WeeSing line of productsthat today has
produced over 80 titles published worldwide.

To demonstrate exactly how interactivethe
WeeSing method of teaching is, Susan called two
volunteers, Shirley and Ruthfromtheaudienceandran
through one of the exercise songs. Many of the
memberswho used WeeSing productswith thier
children recognized the song. Toeswere a-tappin’ and
smilesblossomed acrosstheroom.

Susan took usdown the path of evolution of the
productsthrough the point wherethe phenomenon
grew too bigto handlefrom their home. They hadto
find apublisher to take over the businessinfrastructure
so they could concentrate on the creative process. The
next logical step wasto provide audio tapesaong with
printed material. Soon Susan and Pamweremusicand
video producers.

Theever-changing publishingindustry hadit own
set of dynamicsas busi nesseswere bought and sold
and the WeeSing linemoved from publishing houseto
publishing house. The non-book products moved to
Separate businessentities.

Susan described her creative processasabit of
role-playing. When she comesup withanew idea, she
often putson akids hat to start thinking like her
audience!

Shewanted to create something apart from the
WeeSing venture and she had thisideaabout acouple
of charactersplaying around in Coeur d’ Alene. She
told usthat shewrotethefirst draft of Mudgy and
Milliewhileon aplaneheaded for Alaskal

She used many tools of thewriterscraft in creating
the story of the moose and mouse. Plenty of action
words peppered her descriptions, - wordslikewalked,
skipped, danced, moved Mudgy around town. She

used lotsof dliteration andimagery to hold thekids
attention.

Shewanted the book to be avehicle she could use
to giveback tothe CDA community. She stumped the
region diciting support from government and
businesses. Finally, after agestation of twoyears, in
2008 Mudgy and Millie becameredlity inthe streets of
CDA. Susanreturnsall proceedsof thisventuretothe
CDA Library Foundation.

Susan demonstrated that asmpleideaand alot of
tenacity paysoff - for hersalf, her community and her
world. All because shewanted to makelearning fun!

Jim Turner

SUMMARY OF THE MAY 21,
2009 EVENING MEETING
Jennifer Rova

TheMay Thursday evening meeting wasled by
President Jenny Leo. Therewereacouple of Two
Minute Reads, apoem by Larry Lawsthat hewrote
for hisdaughter’ swedding and portions of awork-in-
progress memoirsbook by Joan Hurst. MikeKincaid
brought adisplay for hisnew book “ Alaska&
Beyond,” partsof which areset invariousldaho
locations. He asked for suggestionstoimprovehis
display before he beginsajourney of severa book-
ggningevents.

Jenny reminded usthat the nominating
committeeisbeing formed and encouraged members
tovolunteer to serveonit. Shea so asked that articles
onwriting besubmitted to Jm Turner for the
newsdl etter. She said the deadlineto enter the state IWL
writing contestisJuly 31. Please seethe stateweb site
for ingructionsand categories.

Theprogramfor theevening, “Round Table
Discussions,” demongtrated thetalent in our chapter
and thewillingnessof membersto sharetheir
knowledge.

» Book signing: thingsthat help aregood media
atentionright beforethe event; bring your own
postersand signagefor the bookstore the day
of your Sgning; handoutsat thesigning
describing your book(s); one person makes
cookiesavailableto draw peopleto thetable;
therewerevarying opinionsonthevalue of
book sgnings.

» Websites: it wassuggested not to use
edited.com despiteit being recommended by
Writer’s Digest becauseyou cannot edit or get
your work off thesite. The Adult Writers' Club

Continued on page4
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on Yahoo allowsyou to post your written
articleonceamonth.

The group discussed the idea of
individual swriting to an author viahiseditor or
her web siteto seewhat responseiselicited. It
wasthe consensusthat having ablog helpsto
get your name known and editorscanread
excerptsof your work. Itisavauable, easy
marketing tool for your book.

Jenny recommended the books The War of
Art by Steven Pressfield and Making aL iterary
Life: Advicefor Writersand Other Dreamers
by Carolyn See.

Magazinearticles: no specificconclusions.
Therewasdiscussion about writingan article
first thenfinding amagazineto matchit versus
querying amagazineabout aspecificideayou
have, thenwriting thearticle.

Methods of writing: one person usesatimer
telling herself shehasto sit downand writefor
thetimeset onthetimer. An other suggestion
wasto just writeand don’t stop for corrections
for thefirst draft. Do acritique of your work
for structureand content versuspolishing
specific phrasesfor thefirst rewrite. All agreed
that putting asdeyour “finished” work for a
day, or in the case of abook for 3-4 weeks,
thenreturning toit with fresh eyesisbeneficial.
If you are absolutely stuck, do something else,
writeinadifferent genreor analyzewhy you
arestuck. Severa peoplelistentoinstrumental
music whilewriting and othersneed silence;
listening to music of the eraabout whichyou
arewriting can bebeneficia.

Several people said they keep apad and pen
bes de the bed for middle-of -the-night
inspirationsbut al agreed they usudly cannot
read what they wrote.

Screenwriting: totally different than any other
writing. Authors cannot describe emotionsbut
havetowriteit so actorsconvey the meaning
through dialogueand actions.

Choosing atitle: severa methodswere put
forth. Read your book for predominant themes
and then use athesaurusto find the best
words, writedown severa choicesand let your
spouse pick one; send your book to friends
and ask for titlesuggestions; start with atitle
and you frequently devel op astory to gowith
it.

Achieve Your Writing Goals!
Eight Keysto Success
asaChristian Writer

By Agnes Cunningham Lawless
AsaChri stian author, you' ve no doubt madealist
of writing resolutionsfor thisyear. But how can
you achievethesegoa s?Hereareeight keysto
SUCCESS.
1. Clear theClutter

A perennia problem for many writersisoffice
clutter. I’mlearning that beforel can havethe menta
clarity towrite, | need to clear my desk and put away
theclutter. Here' smy advice: Placematerid for articles
or book chaptersin separatefoldersand filethem. Put
theremaining papersinto filefoldersor baskets
labeled: “ToDo,” “ToAnswer,” “ToRead,” “ToFile,”
and“To Copy.” Tossunwanted papers, and place
booksback on shelves.

2. Begin the Day with God

Read aportion of the Bible and then pray,
committing yoursalf and your work to God. Through
the day, pray over thewordsyou write. Ask God to
makeyour material ablessingto others.

CatherineMarshall, author of such best sellers
asChristy and A Man Called Peter, began every day
withaquiet time. Shefdt that “Biblestudy and
meditation werevita; sowasintercessory prayer.”

3. MakeaDaily To-Do List

You' ve probably heard the old story about the
president of General M otorswho asked aconsultant
how toimprove hisbusiness. The consultant handed
him anarrow pad with these words printed acrossthe
top: “The Ten Most Important Thingsfor Meto Do
Today.” Hesaid, “ Try one of these padsfor ninety
days, and then send meacheck for whatever you fedl
theideahasbeenworthtoyour firm.” Ninety days
later, the president sent him acheck for $25,000.

Try identifying theten most important things
you want to accomplish each day, and seethe
differencein your writing output.

4. Keep aWriting Schedule

Use calendar software, or buy aweekly
organizer with divisionsfor daysand hours. Writeor
typein appointments, meetings, and duties, then add
blocksof timefor writing and marketing. You aso may
want to make aweekly scheduleto post on your
bulletin board.

Contiunued on page5
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Somewriterskeep strict schedules. Asan
accomplished author, CatherineMarshdl let nothing
interferewith hers. Immediately after bregkfast, she
wroteinlonghand on ayellow pad, had her secretary
typethematerial, then editedit. She put off al phone
cdlsuntil lateafternoon.

Writerswith full-timejobsoften set aside
writing timeonweekends. Prolific suspensenoveist
Clint Kelly, author of the Sensations Seriesfrom
Zondervan (Scent, Echo, and Delicacy), doesresearch
inthe evenings, then produces achapter aweek by
writing all day on Saturdays. With thismethod, he
completesabook in nine or ten months.

Other writershavelooser schedules. Bonnie
Whed er isatime stewardship consultant and the
author of suchbooksasTheHurrier | Go. Besides
parenting five children (two of whom are severely
handi capped), she managesafifteen-room home, has
two part-timejobs, and teachesworkshops. She says,
“I'look for any uninterrupted timetofit inmy writing.”

Still other authorswritewhenever deadlines
loom. For instance, NCWA member LydiaHarrishas
regular markets. Shenot only writestwo monthly
devationsfor Campus Crusade of Canadabut dsoa
column, “A Cup of Teawith Lydia,” whichispublished
for tealoversacrossthe United States and Canada.
Her method? She setsgoalsfor projectsand workson
themdaily until shefinishesthem.

5. Set Long-Term Goals

Would you liketo writeabook or acertain
number of magazine articlesor short stories? Condense
your desireinto avision statement, such as, “I want to
writeanonfiction book on prayer thisyear,” or “| want
towriteand market twelveprofilearticles.”

Thenyou' Il havedirection asyou read books
and magazi nes on the subjectsyou have chosen.
Searchthelnternet for materia too.

6. Break Goalsinto Measurable Parts

You may not havetimetowriteachapter a
week likeClint Kely. But evenif youwroteonly a
chapter amonth, you would have atwel ve-chapter
book by theend of ayear. You could aso havetwelve
articlesor short storiesto your credit if youwroteone
amonth.

Break the chaptersor articlesinto sectionsto
accomplish each week. You may want to break them
further into acertain number of pagesper day.

7. Strivefor Excellence

Rewrite and revise asmany timesas necessary
to make your work the best you can. Use such
referencesasMerriam-Webster’'s Collegiate
Dictionary (11th ed.), The Chicago Manual of
Style (15th ed.), The Christian Writer’'s Manual of
Style, and agood English grammar, such asthe
Harbrace College Handbook. Join acritique group
that hasat |east some published writers, and alow
themto goover your materia aswell. Polishituntil it
dhines.

8. Attend Christian Writers Conferences

Anexcellent choiceisour own Northwest
Christian Writers Renewal, May 1-2, 2009, with
keynote speaker Dr. DennisHend ey, aprolificwriter.
Asprofessor of English at Taylor University, hedirects
the professiona writing mgor. Editorsfrom severa
publishing houseswill also bethere. For more
information, contact conference director Judy Bodmer
at jbodmer@msn.com.

Likedl accomplished writers, “weshould
make plans—counting on Godto direct us’ (Proverbs
16:9 TLB). John Warren Steen, “ The Greatness of
CatherineMarshdl,” The Christian Writer, February
1984, 24.

Taken from apaper pad printed by the Murray
Publishing Co., Sesattle, WA.

Steen, 24. BonnieWhedler, TheHurrier | Go (Ventura,
CA: Regal Books, 1985), 178.

Agnes Lawless has found success as a Christian
author and editor by following these guidelines.
Her books include The Drift into Deception
(Kregel), God's Character (Gospel Light), and
Under His Wings: Protected by God in China
(Christian Growth Ministries). © 2009 by Agnes
C. Lawless. All rights reserved.

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Jim Turner - Editor

(208 664-9244) jimtur ner 1@j uno.com

Larry Telles - Assistant to the editor
Nancy Barnes - Assistant to the editor
Ann Story - Assistant to the editor

Peggy Chapman - Assistant totheeditor

Deadline:
the 25th of each month.




Paul Castro
Screenwriting Wor kshop

Nancy Owens Barnes

Although | regretted missing Susan Nipp’sprogram at
the Wednesday, May 13 IWL meeting, the day
nevertheless, proved productiveas| attended Paul
Castro’sworkshop on screenwriting.

Castro, author of theoriginal screenplay for
“August Rush” and UCLA professor, packed his
workshop full of ideasnot only for writing screenplays
and getting your work noticed, but waysto makethe
most of your talent asawriter. And although many of
hiscommentsandideasrelated specifically to
screenwriting and dedling with Hollywood, many of his
offeringsfit well within the needsof any writer. Here
areafew highlights Castro discussed.

Under stand your intention: Areyou strictly hoping
to trade daydreamsfor dollars, or areyouwriting a
story that needsto betold, onethat will help heal a
woundinyoursalf or others, or will shinenew light on
anoldtheme?

Writefrom personal experience: Whatever your
intention, Castro explained theimportance of dways
writing from your personal experiences; totapintothe
best part of yourself and theworst part of your history,
and put it onthe page. Itiscathartictowriteit down,
get it on paper, and work with it. An amateur will pass
itup, hesaid.

Whatever you writeabout, it hastofed right to
you. It must be organic to who you areasaperson. It
must bein harmony with your corevaues. Inculcate
thepainfromyour lifeinto your writing. It will savelots
of frustration and heartacheif you writewhat you love.
Don't WRITE anything, smply takedictationfromlife.
Hollywood buysemotion, not screenplays: Don't
write about what you know, write about what you
know HURTS. You must get emotionintoit. You can
makeaREAL situationintoaREEL stuation. It'sthe
emotionthatisintriguing. Your screenplay must be
visud andviscerd.

Think differently: Don’'t go by what'salready out
there. Be better and be clever

Know your pitch WEL L : Know your pitch by heart.
You must beabletoreciteyour title, genre, and pitch
quickly and clearly to anyone, anywhere, at a
moment’snotice.

All moviesare*“ suspense” movies. Castro stated
that all moviescontain suspense, and said that an

effectiveway to judge moviesishy the* pee” factor.
It'sagood movieif people*holdit” because they want
to seewhat happensnext.

Simpleplot, complex characters: You need to make
your story about “ one’ thing. Determinethelaunch
point of your story. Usea* petting the dog scene’ to
make your audience care about your character. Know
why your character isgoing onthestory’sjourney.

L earn thefoundation, break ruleslater: Castro
cited avariety of important milestonesand turning
pointsthat should bein screenplays, and noted that all
writersneed to know thefoundation of writinga
screenplay first. They can bresk theruleslater. Hesaid
tolet your characterstalk to you. Do acharacter rant.
And don’t forget about the spine of your story. Always
returntothe spine.

Andif you havethe choice of making your
screenplay visualy compelling or emotiondly impactful,
choose emotion. Whenwe only watch, it isnot good.
Whenwefed, itisgood.

Castro said thereisasense of urgency in
Hollywood, so you must “ get to the point” then, once
your story reachesitsemotiona highpoint, “ get out.”
Youdon't needto explain everything.

Think hard about themoviebeforestarting
writing: Screenwritingisamusica score, with
harmony, and lyrical balance. What istheoverall
rhythm of the script? Capturethe energy. Makeyour
screenplay about a* person on purpose’ not “ person
on paycheck.”

Gointo sceneslate and exit early. Follow the
law of “rising action” sothingskeep building through
the story, both dramatic and cinematic.

Employ sequencewriting for outlining your
screenplay by writing al the scenesof aparticular
character together. Thiswill helpyou track your
charactersand make sure each hasacharacter arc.
Then you can edit and stylizeyour screenplay.

Screenwritingislikeicesculpting. Itisa
subtraction art. Once you write your screenplay,
through editing you must keep chipping avay to get to
the essence of the story.

Castro’sother suggestions: Keepan
“eavesdropping” journd to help with dia ogueand how
peopleinteract. Put yoursdlf inthebest possible
positionto sell your work by targeting theright people
and getting permissionsand rightsin order first. Protect
yourself by leavinganemail trail, copyright registration,
and back yourself with an attorney or an agent when an

Continued on page 7



Castro from page 6

offerison thetable. Surround yoursalf with people
who are going to empower each other rather than

depl ete each other. Find mentors, those who have been
there before. Keep healthy to support your art, you N E E D E D
need every ounce of energy. Throw openyour All 2009 speaker slots for IWL
“treasurechest” of possihilities. meetings have been filled except for
Throughout theworkshop, Paul Castro heldto the evening IWL meeting August 20.
atheme of integrity and hard work. If you get touse If you would like to present a
your cregtivity, begrateful, hesaid. And rather than program yourself, or know of someone
writing your Oscar speech, writeyour lifetime who may like to present a program,
achievement speech. please email me at
Hefinished by telling usabout John Wooden, a nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com.
UCLA basketball coach whoinspired Castro and SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE!

who, over many years, created aPyramid of Success.
ThePyramidisincludedinthisnewdetter andiswell
worth athoughtful read.

' ‘ XAM “Success is peace of mi
_ l‘ 2ULL DS s a direct result of self-s

COMPETITIVE in knowing you made t
GREATMNESS \
*Perform at your best when [y tﬂ. bﬂ‘ﬂmﬂ- thﬂ bﬂst o
your best 15 requared, Your :
b4t is required each day.”

you are capable

POISE CONFIDENCE

“Be yoursell. Don't be *Tha strongest stead i
thrown off by svents A unded seif-balief
whether good or bad,* it is earned, not given.”

CoONDITION SHILL TEAM SPIRIT
"Ability may get you “Whit a leader lparns *The star of tha

ta the top, but character afber vou've learned it Lizarm i the team
keeps you thene = mental, all counts mast of all” "We' superceded "ma’."

maral, and phisical

SELF-CoONTROL ALERTNESS INITIATIVE INTENTNESS

"Control of your organization "Constantly be aware "Make a decsionl "Stay e couris.
- begins with contral of anid abierving. Ahaays Failure to act 15 olten the When thwarted try
yoursedl. Be disciplined.” oak 1o improve yoursel [36] &4 agman; harder; smprber
] ond the team.” Persevere relentbessiy.”

|NDUSTRIOUSNESS FRIENDSHIP LOYALTY COOPERATION ENTHUSIASM

"Succeas travels in the “Strive (o build & t2am “Be true 1o yoursel "Have uimost eoncermn "Your energy and enpoyment,
eompany of wery hard hlled with camaradene snd B true to those for what's nght rather ditve and dedication will

Wwork. There & mo thk, Fespact: Somsaded-wm-arme." wou lead." than wha's nght.” shmulate and greatly
Ao S5y Wy, © Inspere othiers.”



Vokabulere

Norm dePloom
Common mistakesand correct useof wordsin
English (Concise Oxford English Dictionary,
Oxford University Press, 2006, “ Usage Notes’)

altogether, all together

Do not mean the samething. Altogether
means‘intotal, totally’ asin“thereare six bedrooms
altogether”. All together means*all inoneplace’ or
‘al at once,” asin: it wasgood to haveagroup of
friendsall together.
between, among

Between isused when speaking of two
people, things, etc.: we must choose between equally
unattractive dternatives, betweenyouandl...Among
isusedfor collectiveand undefined relationsof usually
three or more: agreement on landscaping wasreached
among (never amongst) all the neighbors; among the
four of us, Ginny was chosen asthe speaker. But when
thereare morethan two partiesinvolved, between may
be used to express one-to-onerel ationshipsof pairs
within thegroup ; thereisaclosefriendship between
the membersof the club; diplomatic rel ations between
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.
compar eto, compar ewith

Comparetoisusedwhensmilaritiesare
notedindissmilar things: shal | comparetheetoa
summer’sday?Comparewith istolook for either
differencesor smilarities, usualy inamilar things:
comparethe candidate’ sclamswith hisactual
performance.
enor mity

Theword enor mity isimprecisely used to
mean ‘great Sze,” asin: itisdifficult to comprehendthe
enormity of the continent, but theoriginal and
preferred meaning is‘ extremewickedness,” asin: the
enormity of themassmurders. Toindicatelargesize,
thewordsenormous, immengty, vastness, hugeness,
etc., arepreferable.
feasible

The primary meaning of feasibleis’ capable of
being doneor effected.” Thereisrarely aneedtouse
feasibletomean‘likely’ or ‘ probable’ when those
wordscan do thejob. Sometimesthewriter findsthat
thesense of likelihood or probability (aswithan
explanation or theory) ismorenaturaly or idiomaticaly

expressed with feasiblethan with possibleor
probable.
first, second, third

First, second third, etc. areadverbsaswell
asadjectives. Firstly, secondly, thirdly arealso
correct, just be consistent.
alot of, lots of

A lot of andlotsof arevery commonin
gpeech and writing, but they still haveadistinctly
informal feel and aregenerdly not considered
acceptablefor formal English, whereadternatessuch as
many or alarge number are used instead. Written as
oneword,
alot isincorrect, athough not uncommon.
plus

Theuseof plusasaconjunction meaning
‘furthermore’; plus, wewill bepleased to giveyou
persond financid advice) isconsderedinforma and
should beavoidedinformal writing.
they

Heused to beused when referringto an
unspecified sex but they became common after
scrutiny onthegroundsof sexism. Itisnow generally
accepted in contextswhereit followsan indefinite
pronoun such as anyone, no one, SOMeone, or a
person: anyonecanjoinif they arearesident; eachto
their ownway. The use of they isbecoming common
exceptinformal context.
wrought havoc

The phrasewrought havoc, asthey wrought
havoc on the countryside, isan acceptable variant of
wreaked havoc. Here, wrought isan archaic past
tense of work. It isnot apast tense of wreak.




Hyphenation 101.
Compounds

Larry Godwin
Therulesfor hyphenation aredaunting. It helpsto
tacklethem by category, andinthisarticle!’ll talk
about hyphen use when two words precede anoun,
e.g., low-back pain.

The Chicago Manual of Style pointsout that the
trend in spelling compound wordsveersaway from
hyphen use, but thewriter must employ ahyphenif the
meaning isambiguous. For example, a
character may say, “I wish | wasinvolvedin

helpful. Thusthesigninfront of theelementary school
down thestreet from wherewelive announces,
“School board meeting at 5:00”; no hyphenis
necessary because” school board” isconsidered a
sngleconcept.

Thewriter must sometimesrely on experienceor
intuition when deciding whether to hyphenateand we
find, in print, identical instanceswhere onewriter uses
the hyphen and another omitsit.

By theway, we can’'t rely on aword processor’s
spell-checker to provide accurate guidance. Whenl|
ran my M SWord tool on thisdocument, it questioned

“more-interesting,” the phrasein parentheses
above, and suggested “ moreinteresting” (no

hyphen).

morel nter_estl 9 conver_sat lons” Herethe can't rel y Fortunately theruleisclear-cut if wewritea
character_ impliesshewlshesshewere on aword compound where the second word bears
engaged n alarger number Of. thesuffix “ed.” Examplesinclude”two-
conversﬂtl onsthat areinteresting. If the pr ocessor 's sided arqument” and“ spider-infested
yvrlter had used ahyphen (more- spel |-checker to house.” We need the hyphen, period —
m_terestl ng), the char_acter st’at_es he . . except if thecompound followsthenoun
wishesthe conversationshe'sinvolvedin, provide it modiffies, inwhich casethewriter hasa
a_sayvhol & hed ahigher interest yai ue. accur ate choice: either useor omit the pesky
S|m|Iar_Iy, ifmy daughter: Jenny, isanew car i punctuation. Thusone person may write,
buyer, it means she hasn’t owned one before; gwdance. “Theargument istwo sided,” and another,

if she’'sanew-car buyer, she'slookingto
purchaseanew car.

Oneof my favorite cafesin Missoulabakesitsown
pastries. A signinfront of oneof thetraysproclams
“SevenLayer Bars.” Theimplicationisthereareseven
barsonthetray and they are, in someway, layered.
However, if thesign should read “ Seven-Layer Bars,”
behold, we have one or more complex pastriesand
each consstsof sevendistinct layers.

Thecentra questionisthis: doesthefirstwordin
the compound modify the second word or thethird?
Intheexamplel cited at thebeginning of thisarticle, if
my low back hurts, | havelow-back pain; “low”
modifies®back.” Butif my back hurtsgeneraly and
thepainisof low intensity, | havelow back pain; “low”
modifies®pain.” Incaseslikethis, weneedtotake
careto avoid amomentary impression that thefirst
word modifiesthe opposite onefromwhat weintend.

InWordsinto Type, Skillinand Gay say a
compound adjective made up of an adjectiveand a
nounin combination should generdly be hyphenated.
Examplesinclude* cold-storagevault” and “ short-term
loan.” Butthey add that followingthisrulestrictly
would resultinthe use of agreat many hyphensand
sometimesthey might actually bemoredistracting than

“Theargument istwo-sided”; they would both
be correct.
Theruleiseven moreclear-cut when we encounter an
“ly” adverb coming beforean adjective. Examples
include” cleverly designed plot” and“ genuinely
interesting character.” Theruleistoawaysomitthe
hyphen.

| haven't covered dll thetypesof hyphenating

compounds but these are some of the more common
ones. Asyou becomemore comfortableusing them,
hyphensmay evolveinto oneof your favorite
punctuation marks.




I Q #6 Larry Telles

How many of thefollowing“ great first lines” from literature can you identify.
Giveyoursdf apoint for thebook title and the author of thefivefollowing
examples. Theyear thebook waspublishedisprovided asahint. Ten
pointsisaperfect score. Giveitatry!

1.

Onceupon atimeand avery good timeit wasthere wasamoocow
coming down along theroad and thismoocow that was coming down
along theroad met anicelittle boy named tuckoo...(1916).
Customsof courtship vary gresatly indifferent timesand places, but the
way thething happensto be done here and now seemsthe only natural
way todoit. (1955).

Intheancient city of London, onacertain autumn day in the second
quarter of the sixteenth century, aboy wasbornto apoor family of the
name of Canty, who did not want him. (1882).

4. Though| haven’t ever been onthe screen | wasbrought up in pictures.

5.

(1941).
Theworldiswhat itis, menwho are nothing, who allow themselvesto
become nothing, haveno placeinit. (1979).

What’syour score?

10—-09 points: Geniug!

08-07 points. Very good, you' ve doneyour homework.
06—05points: Your just average. You'll do better next time.
04—-03 points: Get alibrary card.

02—01 points: Canyou read?

ANSWERS:

1.

As on miniature kitten feet
silent fog arrives.

Tiny tentacles

Consistency of lace.

Swirl —encircle —amass,
Shroud landscape.

Then obscure blanket tween
heaven and earth.

Pliant — by handful

A Portrait of the Artist asa'Young Man. James Joyce.

2. MarjorieMorningstar. Herman Wouk.
3. ThePrinceand the Pauper. Mark Twain.
4.

5. A BendintheRiver. V.S. Naipaul.

TheLast Tycoon. F. Scott Fitzgerad.

Fog — From Where?
Larry L. Laws

Swathing remains.
Surrender stronghold

To mid-morning sun.
Ends as begun.

Reduced to lacy tentacles.
Wisp and swirl to oblivion
By whisper winds.

As on miniature kitten feet
Silent fog departs.

Solid moonbeam obstruction.

Jack Frost held at bay,

To where—?

Fruit on vine granted reprieve.
Through vigil of darkness
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Looking for input....

The Lakegazette is
looking for your input.
Now is the opportunity for
you to get published. This
newsletter can use
articles, essays, poetry,
book reviews, even short
stories.

What’s your story?
How about jotting down a
two hundred-word
biography about you? Who
are you? Where did you
come from? What brought
you to CDA? What do you
write? Why do you write?
Are you published?

You get the idea! I’d
like to keep the topics
based around writing or
the writing experience. We
are a writing organization
and this newsletter should
highlight that fact.

Dig around through
your files and desk
drawers and see what you
have hiding in there.

Guidelinesfor submission
aresimple. Try to keep your
pieceto one page. 600-750
wordsor less. Submit asa
WORD 2002 document, e-
mail attachment. No need for
any fancy formatting. Times
New Roman 12 pt, single
spaced workswell for insertion
intothe newd etter.
Photographs should be
submitted asaJPEGfile. (DO
NOT EMBED PHOTOSIN A
WORD DOCUMENT!)
Pleasetitleyour pieceand
includeyour by-line.

Submitto
jimturnerl@juno.com.




SUCCESS STORIES

CongratulationsMikeK incaid ontherelease of your
second book, Alaska and Beyond.
Mikehasbeen ontheroad recently in Boise, McCall,
and M oscow promoting hisbook. Hehassignings
dated for Pleasant Land Booksin Rathdrum on June 4
and Hastingsin CDA on June 20.

See page 12 for Mikes marketing adventure!

From Michad Marsden

he old man with thebum legisback in action.

Friday, June19from6to 91 will beat Art, Music
and More. Art, Musicand Moreisat 610 West
Second Street in Spokane.

July Fourth | will bein Wallace, |daho for abook
signing at the Northern Pacific Railroad Depot
Museum from 1to 3intheafternoon. | amtrying to get
afriend, Peggy DeHart to gowith me. Shewrotea
book about Riding the Railsduring the depression.
Peggy is87. Sheisonabowling team with four other
elghty-plusyear old women. An amazing woman,
Peggy rodetherailsasal3-year-old girl back in
1938.

August 1 from 3to 6 pm | will have abook signing
at the Shadle Park Hastings, 1704 W..Welledey
Street, Spokane.

Somethingis
missing
HERE....
Could it be
YOUR success

story?

SpokaneAuthors& Self Publishers

Nancy OwensBarnes
Inaninterest to shareinformation with other writing
groups, the Coeur d’ Alene Chapter of IWL and
Spokane Authorsand Self-Publishers (SASP) have
agreed to share programinformation. Inthisregard,
following areupcoming programsfor SASP,
June4
Fiction WritersDay
OpenMike Session
July 2
Marketing Panel Presentation
August 6
Non-Fiction Day
OpenMike Session

Spokane Authors & Sdlf-Publishers (SASP) meetson
the FIRST THURSDAY of each month at the OLD
COUNTRY BUFFET 5504 N. Division, Spokane,
WA. Themeetingroomisopen at 11AM for usto eat
lunch. Our formal meeting startsat NOON with our
featured speaker or other event. SASP encourages
gueststo attend meetings—onetimeonly please. To
continue, you need to become a member. (Personal
guestsof membersarewelcomeat any time.)
Membership duesof $15 areduein January. For
additiond information vist www.spokaneauthors.org.

Toot Your Own Horn
L et your chapter membersknow about your successes.
Any successcan beaninspirationfor others.

Now it'syour turnto let usknow about your
accomplishments. Remember that all authorshaveto get
involved insalf-promotion. Let it start here!

Send an email telling about your work. What itisand
wherewe canlook for it. Let othersbeinspired by your
success!

Send your SUCCESS STORIES to
jimturnerl@juno.com
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Marketing

Mike Kincaid
“On the Road”
e i L ywifeand | just returned from a sweep
through southern 1daho. Sincewe d never
beento Boise, thiswasareal experiencefor us.
= Althoughit wasgreat to have dinner with Kitty
m“, Gurne atopts chintok ishing sonsons /08 | sesmeasa Fleischman (editor of my booksand publisher of Idaho

.
il N s b rmeerd ek (LT Rt By () (=
_r:— el Bk Bryzal 3wty b

AV -I:TEH'[NE TﬂDA':I"
Mikeat hiswell-appointed signing station
at Blue Grouse Booksin M cCall 1daho.
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Magazine) and her hushand Gerry, wewould have
been better off skipping the state capitol for book
signings. The 95 degreeweather drew folksoutside,
ontothewaterwaysandinto thehills, instead of into the
bookstores. McCall, however, wasamuch more
pleasant adventure. The highlight of the day wasonthe
evening after thesigningwhenamanyelled my name
acrossthe maindrag of McCall. Theretired law
professor ran up to meto say how much hewas
enjoying reading the book he' d purchased acouple
hoursbefore at Blue Grouse Books (AKA, The
McCall Drugstore). Overall, it wasagreat trip, asthe
|daho scenery really impressed us. I’ d even givethe
edgeto Idaho over Alaskain roadside beauity.

&
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Futuresigningsinclude June4th, from5to 7 p.m. at
Pleasant Land Booksin Rathdrum and June 20th, from
1to4 at the Coeur d’ AleneHastings.

AsLarry Tellestold me, book signings equateto
“paying dues’ by thewriter. | see Nancy Owens
Barneswisdomin putting her energy into marketing on
theweb rather than at book signings. However, thistrip
gavemeplenty of materia for my next magazine
article—not justinthetravel, but in the charactersthat
alwaysseemto appear at Signings.

MikeKincad



Traveing Safely
by

TheTraveling Writer

raveling hasmany faces, from pleasureto

business, thelist can be endless. The mere
planning can be demanding and full of indecisonsand
anxiety, deciding what and how much to pack, your
itinerary, lodging, expenses, language barriers, on and on
anendlesslist of thingsto do and worry about.

Well thereisanother item that should beonyour list
of thingstodo. That is*travel safety and securely.” More
tothepoint, itistaking charge of your own destiny while
traveling. Below isalist of topics| will becovering
during thenext few months.

Afterthat, | will discuss” Street Surviva.”

Recognizing risks

Mitigatingrisks

Short list of actionsthat can betaken
Tipsuniquefor women traveling

Planningfor travel

Actionswhiletraveling

Useful safety/security itemstobringontravel

Recognizing Risks:

Below isa“ shoppinglist” of thingsto be awar e of:
Street Crime -thiscan happenin USA or overseas.
Criminasarethemost likely to bethethreat you will
face. You becometheir target for something you have
that they want. Many criminalslimit their targetsto
travelersor visting businesspeopleasthey generdly
have assetsworth stealing and they arenot likely to be
aroundtoidentify theculprit or tetify at atrial. Stealing
becomesa“safe” crimeto commit.

ONTHE STREET —WALKING:

¢ Duringdaylight hoursstay inthe center of the
sidewak and closer to the buildings.

¢ During darkness stay moretowardsthestreet. Be
alert—head up, looking from sideto side at those
closeto you and down or acrossthe street.

¢ Beawareof open shopsor businesses, should you
need to avoid confrontationswith possible attackers
you can quickly enter and seek assistance.

MEDICAL ISSUES

IlInesses-Thisismore pervasivein 3rd world countries

¢ Consder havingafull medical and dental checkup
prior to going overseas.

¢ Check withyour doctor, or siteson the I nternet, to
seeif you need to take specia medical precautions
or prophylaxisagainst endemic medica problems.

I njury-Most often happensto those doing sports
activitiesoverseasor during winter travel.

Catadtrophicevents(crash/fire/etc.) Very unlikely
except traffic and pedestrian accidents.

Palitical hatred of Americans-particularly in nations
that opposetheUSpolicies. CheckingwiththeU.S.
Department of State at their on-linesitewill giveyou

hel pful information regarding the country you are
planningtovist. http:/Awww.state.gov/countries

Editors Note...

This series will continue in subsequent editions of
the Lakegazette.
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Coeur d’Alene Chapter
Idaho Writers League

P.O. Box 1113

Hayden, Idaho 83835 USA

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

2009 Officers

Jennifer Leo: President

208-610-2520 jenny@ez2ba.com David E. Hibberd: V_Vebmast_er

Nancy Barnes: 1st VP & Co-Program Dir ector 599—928—5528 dehlbbe_rdwrlt&s@comcast.net

208-448-0833  nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com Richard Welts: Historian
nancyowensbarnes@conceptcable.com 208-667-5606  Richard@Welts.net

Jim Turner: 2nd Vice President - Newsletter Editor BarbaraRostad: Hospitality Chair

208-664-9244  jimturner1@juno.com 208-777-1030  BKR9950@ao0l.com

Jennifer SRova: Secretary Jennifer Rova: Publicity

208-762-0976 jrovacop@roadrunner.com jrovacop@roadrunner.com

Peggy L eeChapman: Treasurer Position OPEN  SunshineCommittee

208-772-6262 pege ee@roadrunner.com

Whoistheldaho Writers League?

Purpose of the organization:

The Idaho Writers' League is organized exclusively for charitable and educational purposes for the promotion of social
wefareincluding:

A. To promote and maintain a high standard of literary output and to recognize accomplishments of |daho writers.

B. To stimulate public respect and support for the art and profession of writing.

C. To provide aunified organization for writers and those with seriousinterest in writing and literary skills.

D. To encourage new writing talent, to exchange ideas through the L eague publication, and local and state meetings.
E. To stimulate writing by means of contests and recognition awards.

F. To encourage regional activity among neighboring chapters.



