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COEUR d’ALENE

IWL MEETINGS:
April 8
Jewett House
9:00AM —Noon
Speaker: B. J. Campbell
Program: Technica Writing
April 11
Marianne Love Memoir Workshop
Best Western Coeur d' Alenelnn
9:00 AM —3:00 PM
(Regigrationformingde)
April 16
L utheran Church
6:30—9:30PM
Speaker: RussDavis, Publisher
Program: Gray Dog Press
May 13
Jewett House
9:00 AM —Noon
Speaker: Susan Nipp
Program: An Author’s Story

April Birthdays

Peggy Lee Chapman 4/20
Linda Fletcher 4/28
Anna Goodwin 4/18

If your name has NOT appeared
here during the year, and you
would like it to,

get your birth date (month and
day) to Jennifer Rova or David
Hibberd.

Let’sGive'Em Something to Write About
A quick guidetofindingyour topic
Haveyou ever had ahankering to write but were stuck
withablank page, trying to figure out what towrite
about? Those of you with aproject in progress, or
thoseblessed with azillionideasflying through your
heads at warp speed, might not know what I’ mtalking
about. How could anyone not know what to write
about?Well, it happens.

| learned my lesson about topic choicethe hard
way, infifth grade. The assgnment wasmy First Mgjor
Research Paper EVER—ouitline, bibliography, the
whole shebang. Theteacher gave usleeway to write about any topicwe
wanted. Anythingat al.

Giddy with unaccustomed freedom, | chose Tropical Fishasmy topic,
becausetherewerebeautiful shiny full-color photographsof theminthe
Encyclopedia Britannica (remember the pre-Internet Encyclopedia
Britannica? With pagesand aspineand everything?). | thought that anything
so brilliantly, shimmeringly colorful asthosefish had to beinteresting towrite
about.

Big mistake. With apologiesto any ichthyol ogistsinthe crowd, | spent
several miserableweekslearning that tropica fish arelovely tolook at, not
solovely asafifth-gradewriting project.

Thepointis, writing projectsgo alot more smoothly whenwe're
interested inwhat we' rewriting about. Of course, we don't wayshavea
choice. If our favorite editor assignsusto write about thelocal hog-calling
contest, we clothespin our nosesand get to work. But when we can, we
want to write about thingsthat appeal to us. If you' retruly interested in
something, then evenif you never show thefinal written pieceto another
living soul, youwill ill haveenjoyed writing it. Hereare somethingsto
consider when choosing atopic:

» What are your most cherished dreams, wishes, fantasies? What have
you awayswanted to seeor do, visit or experience?

» What doyou feel passionate about?When you watch the newsor read
amagazine, which stories captureyour attention?Which onesmake

your blood pressure spike? Continued page2

Jennifer Leo




IWL from page 1

» What doyoufed qudified to write about based on
education, job, or lifeexperience?

» What areyou not qualified towrite about, but
would lovetolearn about?

» What doyouthink ismaost important totell the
world?

Somewhereinthereisthetopicyou' ve been
waitingfor. Andif yourshappensto betropical fish,
well—Tropical Fish Hobbyist just called, and they’re
waiting to hear fromyou.

Happy writing!
Jenny

NEEDED

All 2009 speaker slots for IWL
meetings have been filled except for
the following evening IWL meetings:
May 21, June 18, August 20,

September 17, and October 15.

If you would like to present a program
yourself, or know of someone who may
like to present a program, please email
me at nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com.

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE!

Reader currently needed for
APRIL 16 evening meeting.

Two-Minute Reads

We want YOU

for our Two-Minute Reads.
To sign up for a Two-Minute Read, please
email Nancy Barnesat
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com

IWL Lending
Library

Our Coeur d’Alene Chapter IWL
Lending Library consists of a list
of more than 200 books related
to the craft of writing offered for
loan by members to members.

Any member who has not
received a copy of our Lending Library list,
please email Nancy Barnes at
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com and she will
email you a copy.

Hard copies of the list are also available at
IWL meetings.

We encourage all members to take
advantage of this great resource!

REFRESHMENTS
NEEDED AT NIGHT MEETINGS

The cadre of folks willing to bring treats to our meetings
has filled the bill more than adequately so far this year
and | thank each of you. However, April and May night
meetings each need another helper.

Two servers are adequate, three is more than plenty,
but it's not fair to place the full burden on one individual.
If you can take a turn bringing refreshments to the

night meetings in the next couple months, please
contact Hospitality Chair Barbara Rostad, 777-1030, to
volunteer.

What to bring? It's easy! Our group is happy with
most anything edible. It need not be a feast. Some
members enjoy making and sharing a special treat with
us; others stop at the market on the way to the
meeting. We eat it all!

We love sampling your favorite recipe and we gladly
consume store-bought donuts, cookies or crackers. You
should see the glee where | attend church when
someone brings: (drum roll, please)—Ding Dongs!

So don’t worry about what will please our palates.
Take a deep breath—and take your turn!

Most slots at both meetings are open for the second
half of the year so if now is too soon, pick a later month.

Board Meetings

Board meetingsare held on the Monday beforethe
Wednesday meeting each month. The April 6th
meeting will beat Perkins Restaurant in Coeur d’ Alene
at 10:00AM.

All membersarewelcometo attend.




Chapter Highlights

Wednesday M orning M eeting

Withthelast minute cancellation of the speaker for the
Wednesday morning meeting, chapter President Jenny
Leoturned lemonsinto lemonade by hosting a
roundtabl e discuss on with the 28 attending members.

After opening the meeting with Kathy Dobbs
reading her poem, “Bendinthe Road” Jenny called for
guestionsfromthefloor.

Thequestion “When do you get started?’ opened
theforum. Responsescamein acoupledifferent ways.
First wasthe physical aspect of the question. We
talked about setting atimeto write every day, making
surethat you are consistent in order to makeit ahabit.
Nikki Aranareminded usto“Writewhenthe muse
hits! Whenyou get anidea, writeit down. You can
developit later but don't losethethought!”

Thediscussion evolvedinto working out the details
of your story. We heard that getting started isoften a
processthat happensin the alphapart of thebrain
somerefer as*“the back burner.” So, much of the
writing isdone before you put pento paper. After that,
itisamatter of writing downwhat your brain has
worked out. Thenyou apply thefiner pointsof the craft
of writing to polish your story.

If you are stuck, another way of getting thejuices
flowingisto practice” FreeWriting.” Simply writewhat
ever comesinto your mind. It doesnot haveto be
connected to your story or anything you areworking
on. Somecall it stream of consciousnesswriting.

Thediscussionledto other ways of getting your
thoughtsout. Onewasto dictateyour ideasintoa
recorder. David Alard pointed out that most cell
phones have afeaturethat allowsyou to dictate notes
directly into your phone.

Thequestion of query lettersarose and the group
discussed thevariousreasonsfor querying. Sometimes
wequery directly to publicationsto pitchideasfor
freelancework. Other timeswe query to present our
work to an agent. A lengthy discussion followed onthe
topicsof agents.

Timeflew by aswe discussed blogging and on-line
fredlancewriting. Theconversationwasill
effervescent when weran out of time. The consensus
of the memberswasthat round table meetingswere
quiteinformative and that we should hold them more

often. Jim Turner

Thursday EveningM eeting
Jennifer opened the meeting, and introduced our guests
for theevening. Dot Clark read awhimsical poem, and
then read aselection from Jupiter’sLooking Glass,
entitled‘Dark & Dreary Dinner’.

Our speaker for the evening was Ted Parvin,
President of theNW Film Institute. Ted hasbeen
involved in 20 movies, including Romancing the Stone
and Around theworldin 80 Days. Onething he
suggestsfor all of usisto become pared downwriters.
He highly recommendsthe book Manuscript
Makeover by Elizabeth Lyon.

Hetold usthat in Hollywood it’ s necessary to get a
BusinessManager, becausethisperson will get youan
Agent, aMust-Havefor thisindustry to find someone
to produceyour film, or takeaseriouslook at your
script.

Healso suggests entering the Don and G. Nichols
Screen Writing Contest. If you areawinner inthis
contest, he saysthat everyonewill want your script. In
acover letter, if you aremarketing your script yourself,
you cansay, “| won suchn’ such contest,” and that will
get alot of attention, so by al means—do enter the
screenwriting contests.

He saysto remember that complexity sells. He
explained the difference between asubmission script
and ashooting script, and had alot of great storiesto
tell usl Whatever you do, if you' re putting together a
script, do not include stage directions, camera
directions, or numberson thescenes. Heleft uswith
thesefinal words of wisdom: “In Hollywood, there
isno such thing as a normal way of doing
business!”

For thoseinterested in screen writing, be sureto
check out theweb sitefor KNIFVES.

Ruth Andrew, CDA WL Evening Reporter

Winter still comes
Flowers bloom
Birds take wing

and joy in the morning ?

In my heart overflowing

then the spring; @
Where is hope / /4‘
=

Kathy Dobbs



Eileen Duggan
Famous New Zealand Poet
“Thedifficult-to-grasp” poem

LizMadtin

| have been moreawarelately of the great diversity
of poems, how someare
simpleto understand, like John
Masefield’'s Sea Fever, which
seemsto beastraightforward
poem about thelonging to
returntothesea. Thepoem's
descriptionsof sky, ship, and
topsailsaremost enjoyable.
Also enjoyable(to me) isthe
wonderful rhythm of thispoem’sinteresting use of
breathy double-ionics. | lovethe poemfor itshonest
smplicity. Infact, thispoemissowd | liked that it has
thereputation of being theworld’smost famoussea
poem. Itslyricd quality withitsclever rhyming makesit
possibleto memorize. Many other poemsare perhaps
only deceptively easy to understand, having layersof
meaning hidden or layered withinthem. But tomy
mind, there are definitely poemsthat take morethought
to understand. Poet Eileen Duggan could easily write
thedifficult-to-understand poem. Shewasagifted poet
and seemed to be endowed with intuitive genius.

Eileen Dugganwasbornin 1894 in Tuamarina,
Marborough. Shereceived her education at
Marlborough Collegeand Wellington Teacher’s
Training College. Upon graduating, she began afifty-
year writing career. According to an articleentitled
New Zealand Writers, Eileen Duggan published her
first volume of poetry in 1921 entitled Poems. She
would publish severd moreimportant volumesthat
would propel her into great prominenceamong New
Zealand poetsfor atime. Shewaswell received
abroad aswell: lauded for her unusual gift of words.
Famous New Zealand author and journalist, Mr. Pat
Lawlor wasoneof her literary proponentsand friends.
Pat Lawlor’sson, Peter Lawlor (who presently liveson
Whidbey Idand andisWhidbey Iland's Poet
Laureate), told methat he had met her asachild, as

many notable New Zedl and writerswould frequently
vigttheLawlor family homeinWellingtontovist Pet
Lawlor. Pat even started aliterary club called The
Bookmen” who would regularly meet in hisden. Peter
remembersEileen Duggan asa“ very delicatewoman,
vayintdligent.”

Her first poemsfocused much attention on the New
Zealandlandscape and itsindigenousMaoris. They
werewrittenin moreof aromantic Celticlight, with
religion sometimesplaying arole. Shewasadevoted
Roman Catholic. During thistime, shecaled many of
her poemsjust pleasant ballads. But her poems soon
increased in complexity and it wasn't long beforeshe
became the best-known and most widely admired of
the New Zealand poets.

World War Il had alot to do with transformationin
her poems. Shewas alarmed and shocked at the threat
of atomic warfareand at the state of theworld and
reacted by interminglingin her later poems, aspirit of
hopefor suchfallen humanity. Her writing at thistime
became much more spare and very reminiscent of
metaphysical poetry. Eileen Duggan waswell loved and
diedin 1972 at the age of seventy-eight.
| would liketo submit now, one of her (to me) more
difficult —to -grasp poems and then attempt to
convinceyouwhyitisworththetimefiguringit out.
After understanding this poem better, | fedl | have
exercised both my brain and increased my desirefor
imaginative poetry. Heregoes!!

Orbit
By Eileen Duggan
Your soul camecloseto my earthly eyes,
A spirit strong and stable;
| glimpsed what | of you before
Had never yet been able.

For ‘twasasif inthat glancel saw
Theearth serendy, surely,

Appear not asour humanworld
But asaplanet purdly;

O purely and with the grace of rank
Takeupitsplacein heaven!
Toseeitsblazeof slver fire
Toman hath not been given.



And suddenly, inthat point of time,

| knew why you shoneclearly.
Whenthat you cloveso hardtolife,
You never lived so dearly.

Theworldisteemingtoitspoles
And, close, not singular;

Only agreat detachment can
Reved itasastar.

Did you under stand thispoem at first reading it?
It took meawhileto grasp, but hereishow |
interpreted thispoem. | must say it wasrewarding.
You may haveadifferent interpretation. | fee that
Eileen Duggan till left uswithmystery.

1st stanza: A personisaddressing— adying friend:
someonesheknows. Thedying friend’ ssoul came
closeto her. It assumesthe soul camefrom agreat
distance (heaven): it wasapart of her friend that she
had not been ableto see before.

2nd stanza: Now in the second stanza, she beginsto
think or relate her friend’ssoul totheway earthwould
look if viewed asadistant planet. Once-distant-soul —
distant-planet comparison.

3rd stanza: Sheissaying that theelementa earth
“purely earth” isjust an orbiting planet when viewed
fromadistance. Liketheother planetsat night it
would shine“blazeof dlver fire'.

However, we cannot get far enough away fromthe
earthto seeit shinelikeastar. “To man hath not been
given.” Note how Venusand marsshineat night like
sars.

4th stanza: Then suddenly she seeswhy her dying
friend shinesclearly. It isbecausein thoselast moments
asher friend clingstolife, her friend'selementa soul is
intheroom. It shinesliketheearth would at agreat
distance.

5th stanza: Inthislast stanzaEileen seemsto be
saying that unlesstheteeming earthisviewed froma
great distance can one cannot seeit asastar. Unless
thedistant soul comesclose, one cannot seeit shining.
Thentoo, asthedying friends body gainsdistance
fromlife, theshining soul arrivesliketheeementd star
itis. Onemight also think how the soul of thedying
friend had itself, dwayseasly been ableto view the
earthasashining star fromitsusual heavenly homeand
after it returned could resumeviewingtheearthasa
dar.

A COGisFormingfor You

“COG” standsfor “ Critique-Outsde Group”. It
cameto the officersattention that some WL members
arelookingfor critique groupsthat meet outside our
semi-monthly general meetings. Jennifer Rovahas
volunteered to coordinate thisendeavor. COGs can be
of any format: gentle, hard core, genre specific or any
other format. Pleaselet her know what you are
looking for and shewill connect you with otherswith
gmilar requirements.

Makenote-- thatisALL Jennifer will do: connect
people. Shewill not coordinate meetingsor assuage
hurt fedings. Theremoval of dien beings, misfitsor
cranky membersfor whatever reasonisto behandled
by the peopleinthe COG. Theparametersare
individualy COG specific. Guidelinesandtipsfor
successful critiquegroupsareavailable.

Contact Jennifer with your requirementsand email
address or phone number. When she has someone
with alikerequest, shewill giveyouthename(s). The
board would a so liketo know success storiesand any
particularsof your group...what you havelearned
about critiquing, do’sand don’ts, or what format your
group Uses.

Please contact JENNIFER ROVA
Jrovacop@roadrunner.comif you areinterestedina
COG.

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Jim Turner - Editor

(208 664-9244) jimtur ner 1@j uno.com

Larry Telles - Assistant to the editor
Nancy Barnes - Assistant to the editor
Ann Story - Assistant to the editor

Peggy Chapman - Assistant totheeditor

Deadline:
the 25th of each month.




Vokabulere

Norm dePloom
Nerb. Even theword soundsfunny. A nerbisa
noun used asaverb. “Google’ isafineexample. “I
googled and learned about firefighting.” Nerbing (1 just
didit...usedanounasaverb) isconsidered hipand
cool by someand auditorially chalk board grating by
others. Grammar guru William Sefireisdapping his
forehead asl type.

Let'sdiadogueabout it for

a bit. Can you actually “To the

dialogue? Why not talk

about or discussit? Wecan western worl d’

have adial ogue about nerbs verbs are

but we cannot did ogue about .

cerbs actl_vedoers
A nerbisnot arecent|  While nouns

additiontoour lexicon. Such

words as shouldered, are Sedentary

chaired, hosted, eyed, couch

leveraged, hammered, ”

handed, nosed, penned, pOtatoeS'

hospitalized and outlined are
all nounsincommon useasverbs.

Verbificationislinguistic achemy. (Whilelooking up
alchemy to make surel wasusing theword correctly,
my eyes spotted the word Balkanize meaning to break
intosmall regions...anerb!) We have become verbal
contortionists pounding square pegsinto round holes.
“Tothewestern world, verbsare active-doerswhile
nounsare sedentary couch potatoes,” wrote Nancy
Tracey inthe Purdue University OWL. Weareputting
skateboards on those potatoesfiguratively.

Many nerbs spring from anincident or occupation
of people. LEWINSKY ED, meaningtoignore
because attentioniselsewhere; KEVORKIANED,
meaning to haveassisted inasuicide; or BORKED,
meaning to treat someonein theway Robert Bork’s
nomination to the Supreme Court was handl ed.

ALARM—toequipwithanaarm. “Donot usethis
door toexit asitisalarmed.”

BOBBITIZE—to shorten by cutting. “Jmthisarticleis
toolong. We regoing to haveto bobbitizeit.”
CALENDAR—tomark onacaendar. “I caendared
our meeting and plan to attend. We can dial ogue about
your concernsthen.”

COFFEE TALK——totalk to someone over coffee.
“Themayor coffeetaked with citizens.”
COMPUTER—to trand ateinto machinereadable
form. “PleaseEnglishthisupfor meand I’ ll giveitto
someoneto computer.”

CUL-DE-SAC—toturn athrough street into adead
end. “ The newspaper announced the city will cul-de-
sac Third Street.”

DISHWA SHER—to wash inthedishwasher. “ Jennifer,
please dishwasher when you finish eating dinner.”
DOOR—toinjure someone by opening avehicledoor
inhispath. “ Bicyclemessengerssay their worst fear is
of being doored.”

EFFORT—totry hard. “ABC Newsisefforting to get
that informationtoyou.”

FAREWEL L—to say goodbye. “Hollywood
farewelled Heath Leger.”

GARBAGE—todiscard rather than recycle. “Doyou
want thisfiled or should | garbageit?’

GUEST—to0 appear asaguest onradio or television.
“Phil guestson nationa radio and televison programs.”
HEIRLOOM—to preserveingood condition.
“Heirloom your wedding dress.”

INPUT—tofill out aform. “ The patient’slast name
should beinputted onthefirst line.”
KETTLED—cooked onthe stovetop. “ Our stew is
kettled then baked in the ol d-fashioned way.”
LAWYER OUT or UP—toavoid beingjailed by using
theservicesof alawyer. “ The detectiveswereworried
that the child molester would belawyered out. Hewas
lawyer upped before the sergeant was abl e to paper
hm.”

OFFICE—to occupy an office. “Thenew executiveis
being officed on the second floor.”
MOUSING—using acomputer mouse. “ Thispad
distributes pressure from the hand and wrist more
evenly whenmousing.”

PODIUM—to placefirst, second or thirdinan
Olympic event. “My goa wasto podium last year, not
towin.

PRAIRIE-FIRE—to spread rapidly. “ Thenewsof the
World Tradetower disaster prairie-fired to the Net,
radioand TV.”

SCHOL ARSHIP—to give money to for education.
“My sonwas scholarshipped by Dartmouth.”
SOMINEX—to bore. “ John’s speech Sominexed me
after 5minutes.”

SUNSET—tolapseor expireat apreset time. “Don’t
forget. Thisoffer sunsetsat 5:00pm.”

(continued on page 7)
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TASKED WITH—to beassigned ajob. “Wewere
tasked with buying replacement computers.”
TRANSPLANT—to perform an organ transplant on.
“Dr. Adamswill talk with thefamily after hehas
transplanted the patient.”

WORDSMITH—towrite. “We vetasked Todd with
wordsmithing the Pensky report.”

Y ES—to agreeto. “ My daughter yessed amarriage
proposal from John.”
(Www..http://webs.anokaramsey.edu/raygor/dverbs)

Thelist goeson. Any noun can be nerbed. Language
changes. When these nounsturned into verbs appear
inWebster’sdictionary, you redlizethey have become
accepted partsof Western speech. ADDENDUM:
SPELLCHECKER COMPUTER PROGRAMSDO
NOT LIKENERBS!

Opportunity

A Curefor Writer’s Block
Larry Godwin

Writer’sblock, ak.a writer’scurse, visitsusall at
somepoint. Likea
diseasethat might
provefata, it
promptsusto
searchfor
remedies including
leisurely walks, fast ™
jogs, and an extra
glassof portor a - R
pot of strong v
coffee. Expertsadmonish usto sit down and push
ourselvesto produce at | east one sentence; they assure
ustherest will follow. Thiscounsel makessenseif the
cause of the blockageislaziness, fear of failure, or
procrastinationintheface of adeadline. Inthesecases
weneed ajolt to spark the creative process.

But at other times, such advice may treat the
symptomsrather thantheillness. Writer’sblock may
intrude becausethebrain smply isn’t ready tofill the
pagewith morewords. It canparald, inagriculture, a
fallow period between harvestsand, likeinsomnia,
forcing ourselvesto overcomeit may resultin defest.
Infact, pushing can lead to heightened stressreaction
and burnout, which could delay recovery evenlonger.

Whenthewordswon'’t fall onto the pageas
wewouldlike, | believethefirst stepisto ask
ourselveswhy. If we' reafraid to launch aproject or to

Cirque

Cirque, publishedin Anchorage, Alaska, isanew
regional journal created to sharethe best writing of the
regionwiththerest of theworld.

Thisregiona literary journa invitesemerging and
established writerslivinginthe North Pacific Rim—
Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Yukon
Territory, Alberta, and British Columbia—to submit
short stories, poems, cregtive nonfiction, trandations,
plays, reviewsof first books, interviews, black & white
photographs, and artwork for itsinaugural June 2009
issue.

Submission Guidelines:

Prose, no morethan 10 pages, 2-4 poems; artwork &
photosin high-resol ution JPEG. Please attach aWord
document to email; use 12pt font in acommon, easy to
read typeface (Times, Arid, etc.). Titleyour email
“poetry submission,” “play submission,” “non-fiction
submission,” etc. otherwiseit will gointo SPAM.
Repliesaveragetwo months. Payment in copies.

Also, please send abrief bio. Submissonswill be
recycled. Please Send Inquiriesand Electronic
SubmissionsOnly: cirque ournad @yahoo.com

initiate the next step toward its compl etion, some
heavy-handed |everage fromwillpower may bethe
best plan. Butif thebarrier comesfrom fatigueor
overstimulation, theright course may beto easeupon
the pressurefor now and give our labor arest. Don’t
let guilt makethecall or, asBarry Stevenssuggestedin
her philosophy book of the sametitle, Don't Push the
River. If she' d beenawriter, shemight havesaid to
keep faith— themusewill return when she'sready,
whenwe reready.

When thewordswon’t come, we can camly
ask ourselves, how important isit that wewritetoday,
at thisparticular moment? If stubbornnessor the
convictionwecan'tlet oursalvesdown rulesour
thoughts, the prudent response may be“not very.” But
set alimit for thefalow period, amarker that will signal
atimeto plant again.

Consider that in some cases, the curefor
writer’sblock isto Ssmply remain patient and et it run
itscourse,




Spoken Word Revival - Introduction
The Coeur d’Alene Chapter of the Idaho Writers’
League, the Coeur d’Alene Arts & Culture Alliance,
the Coeur d’Alene Friends of the Library, the
Kootenai — Shoshone Libraries, a few North Idaho
College teachers and several local poets and writers
are exploring the concept of launching the “Spoken
Word Revival’ for Coeur d’Alene and region.

The first step on this path will be to put out a “Call
for Writers & Readers” to come and share their work
or another’s work at a venue in CdA. The medium is
poetry, prose, fiction and “other” to be inclusive
rather than exclusive. Just about “anything goes”, as
long as it is in good taste (not to be translated as
politically correct, for heaven’s sake). The first event
is to be immediately followed by a discussion of the
potential to create a dynamic and active performance
based writers sector in the arts and culture of CdA.
The request will be made for individuals and
organizations to work towards this goal.

At this moment we are still in the organizational
phase. There seems to be good support for this
project thus far. We need to gather a “core group”
and meet in the last part of April to put this initial
event together. If the core group finds an ability to go
forward, we will organize a date and place and more
detail on the structure of the event. We will also, if
the word is “go”, put some energy into “front loading”
the event by calling up people we know who have
talent and would likely perform at such an event.

Please contact me, Jim Doran, to get involved in this and we will
get together to work out the details.

Jim Doran

(208) 667-0463

cell (509) 293-1535
jimdoran@communityforestryresources.com

Looking for input....

The Lakegazette is
looking for your input.
Now is the opportunity for
you to get published. This
newsletter can use
articles, essays, poetry,
book reviews, even short
stories.

What’s your story?
How about jotting down a
two hundred-word
biography about you? Who
are you? Where did you
come from? What brought
you to CDA? What do you
write? Why do you write?
Are you published?

You get the idea! I’d
like to keep the topics
based around writing or
the writing experience. We
are a writing organization
and this newsletter should
highlight that fact.

Dig around through
your files and desk
drawers and see what you
have hiding in there.

Guiddinesfor submission are
simple. Try to keep your pieceto
one page. 600-750 wordsor less.
Submit asaWORD document, e-
mail attachment. No need for any
fancy formatting. TimesNew
Roman 12 pt, single spaced works
well forinsartionintothe
newdetter.

Photographs should be submitted
asaJPEGfile. (DONOT
EMBED PHOTOSIN A WORD
DOCUMENT!)

Pleasetitleyour pieceand include
your by-line.

Submit to jimturner1@juno.com.




SUCCESS STORIES

Somethingis
missing
HERE....

Could i1t be
YOUR
SUCCESS

story?

Toot Your Own Horn
L et your chapter membersknow about your successes.
Any successcan beaninspiration for others.

Now it’syour turnto let usknow about your
accomplishments. Remember that a| authorshaveto get
involvedinsalf-promotion. Letit start herel

Send an email telling about your work. What itisand
wherewe canlook for it. Let othersbeinspired by your
success!

Send your SUCCESS STORIES to

jimturner1@juno.com

Marketing

From Janie Hansen...
The March 28 book signing at Margie’s
Book Nook, our local book store, went
very well. Also, the signing on 3-17 at
the senior living facility, the scene of
the action in the book, went well too!
See the attached photo. That’s me
in the light pink top and Nana
Margaret, Pete’s babysitter, in the dark
pink.

My new book “Pete’s Fan Club” is now available
on www.amazon.com. It's alove story about a
Yorkie named Pete who enriches the lives of his
fans when he visits his babysitter, 83 year old
Nana Margaret, who lives in a senior living
facility. Hoots and giggles echo off the walls at
Wildwood Village, as the residents recall fond
memories of their long gone pets. Doggie
kisses and tail waggles delight even the most
somber. This true story will warm the hearts of
children, grandparents, and dog lovers around
the world. Enjoy!

Janie Hansen



Notes, News, Announcements
and other unpaid political incursions

2009 POD Publishers Boomlet

narecent New York timesarticle, it was stated that,

“1n 2008, nearly 480,000 bookswere published or
distributed inthe United States, up from closeto
375,000in 2007, according to theindustry tracker
Bowker. The company attributed asignificant
proportion of that riseto an increasein the number of
print-on-demand books.”

What' sinteresting about thiscomment isyou cannot
tell whether the Timesistalking about self-publishing,
or the process by which booksare printed, whichis
print on demand.

Inthiseconomy, it makes sensefor traditional and
non-traditional publishersto print their bookson
demand versusprinting booksinlarge print runs of 5-
10,000 because publishersmay beleft withalot of
|eftover inventory. However, when printing bookson
demand, you only print asmany booksasyou need:
lesswaste and lessbooks ending up on the sales shelf.
S0, it makes sensethat more books are being printed
on demand.

However, wethink that the articlewas actually
talking about self-published titles. Asweall know self-
publishing abook iscompletely different from
publishing abook. Inthelatter examplethe publisher
paysfor the costs, but intheformer example, an author
paysfor al of the costs.

Over theyearswehave seen aninflux in self-
published books, but asthe recession deepens,
publishersare publishing lessbooks. Whileit may seem
that any aspiring writer will havetowait for the
recession to end before they can seetheir book in
print, that isfar from the case.

Some authorsturnto self-publishing to establish
their sales, to show apublisher that their book can
make money, and that you arewilling to do some of the
marketing yoursdlf.

Itismuch better to present aformatted book, with
somesaeshistory, dong withamarketing plan with
contactsto apublisher inthiseconomy thanto sendin
amanuscript with acover | etter.

Evenif youjust print an ARC, create someinterest
inthetitle and then present that interest to apublisher,
you are putting yourself stepsahead of the competition.
Many writersneed to connect the stepping-stones: in
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today’s economic landscapetheroad to being
publishedisvery different from the onewehave been
used to for the past ten years.

Whether the articlewasreferring to booksthat are
printed on demand, or self-published books, we are
seeing amarked increasein bothin the current market,
and for good reason.

(Fromwww.bookhitch.com newsletter.)

SpokaneAuthorsé& Sdlf-Publishers

Nancy OwensBarnes
Inaninterest to shareinformation with other writing
groups, the Coeur d’ Alene Chapter of IWL and
Spokane Authorsand Self-Publishers (SASP) have
agreed to share program information. Inthisregard,
following are upcoming programsfor SASP,
May 1
Wendy Carroll - Screenwriting
Spokane Authors& Self-Publishers (SASP) meetson
the FIRST THURSDAY of each month at the OLD
COUNTRY BUFFET 5504 N. Division, Spokane,
WA. The meetingroomisopen at 11AM for usto eat
[unch. Our formal meeting startsat NOON with our
featured speaker or other event. SASP encourages
gueststo attend meetings—onetimeonly please. To
continue, you need to become a member. (Personal
guestsof membersarewelcomeat any time.)
Membership dues of $15 areduein January. For
additiond information visit www.spokaneauthors.org.




OUTREACH
OPPORTUNITIES

Part of our charge as L eague membersisto promote
literacy and help devel op writing skillsof peopleinthe
area. TheKootenai ShoshoneArealLibrary (KSAL)
system’ssummer programis®FineArts’. What a
marriage!

Karen Yother, KSAL program development;
Jennifer Rova, IWL member; and the Friends of
KSAL areorganizing opportunitiesfor IWL members
to participate. FivelWL membershaveaready signed
uptofacilitate:

= workshop for teenson turning childhood
memoriesinto memoirs(Joan Hust)
= workshopfor teensonwriting and getting
published (Jennifer Rova)
= “Author’sSpotlight”, showcasing published
authors speaking about their booksand their
writing; their bookswill beavailablefor sde
(Nancy OwensBarnes, Michael Marsden)
= programonwritingaimed at adults(Susan
Francis)
= your name can be here (topicscan be
repeated)
Pleaseconsider how you can contribute. Some
suggestions:
» workshop/ presentation on how to write poetry
orlight verse
tipson devel oping plotsor writing dialogue
workshop/presentation on how towrite
mysteries, fantases, romance, sci fi
workshop/presentation on how to writefor
magazi nes and newspapers
individua, mini consultationsproviding expert
critique of aperson’swriting
how your adult novel, children’sbook or
nonfiction book cameinto being
why and how to enter writing contests
Contact JENNIFER ROVA at
Jrovacop@roadrunner.comif you want to participate
inthisexciting outreach program. You can schedule
your programwith Karentotakeplaceat any of the
six branchlibrariesat atimeof your convenience
between early summer and latefall. Theprogramsor
workshops can be of any length from 20 minutesto
haf aday. Your reward will bein sharing your talents
withthe public and a* Golden Pencil” award.

VV V V V VYV
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|Q #4
Larry Telles
How many of thefollowing“ great first lines’ from
literature can you identify. Giveyourself apoint for the
book titleand theauthor of thefivefollowing examples.
Theyear the book was published isprovided asahint.
Ten pointsisaperfect score. Giveitatry!

1. Themolehad beenworking very harddl the
morning, spring cleaning hislittlehome. (1908).

2. Robert Cohnwasoncethe middleweight
champion of Princeton. (1926).

3. Thebench onwhich Dobbswassitting wasnot so
good. (1927).

4, Inthetown there weretwo mules, and they
wereawaystogether. (1940).

5. A squat grey building of only thirty-four stories.
(1932).

What’syour score?

10—09 points: Geniug!

08-—07 points. Very good, you’ ve doneyour
homework.

06 —05 points: Your just average. You'll do better
nexttime.

04—-03 points: Get alibrary card.

02—01 points: Canyou read?

ANSWERS:

WindintheWillows. Kenneth Grahame.

The Sun Also Rises. Ernest Hemingway.
Treasure of the SierraMadre. B. Traven.
TheHeartisaLoney Hunter. Carson McCullers.
BraveNew World. AldousHuxley.

abs~owbdpE

By Barbara Rostad

Paintball lime

And stun gun green
Land direct hits,

Not mortal,

But brutal,

Visual assault

From elm and willow,
Locust and oak,
Bull's eye to my heart,
Pierced by Spring




Theldaho WritersL eague, Coeur d’ Alene Chapter presents

Writing Stories from Real Life

A how-to wor kshop on putting memoriesinto wor ds
Presented by North Idaho author Marianne Love
Saturday, April 11, 2009

.—l’é 9:00a.m.—3:00 p.m.—lunchincluded

Best Western Coeur d’Alenelnn
a5 . (SW inter section 1-95 and Appleway)

"%
N skl -' Costincludeslunch: $55for IWL members, $65for non-IWL members
el ¥, Special discounted pricefor seniorsage 75 and over : $25

» A one-day workshop packed with tipsand techniquesfor getting your story down on paper.
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» Ledby oneof North Idaho’swittiest and best-loved authors, Marianne Love, author of Pocket Girdlesand

Other Confessions of a Northwest Farmgirl, Postcards from Potato(e)land, and Lessons Wth Love.
(Vist www.marianne ove.com and www.dightdetour.com for moreinfo about Marianne.)

»  Specid discounted ratefor seniors 75 and over. Long lifetimesyield the most wonderful stories!

»  Whether you' rewriting for publication, for family and friends, or just for yoursdlf, if you’ vegot astory totell,

thisworkshopisfor you.
e Spaceislimited. Register early to ensure a spot.

*  For more information about the workshop or about the Idaho Writers L eague, e-mail
cda@idahowritersleague.com or call Jenny at 208-610-2520.

Mail form and check (payable to IWL) to Idaho Writers League, PO Box 1113, Hayden, 1D 83835.

Name Phone ( )

Address:

Cost includes lunch. Check here if you prefer a vegetarian option.

IWL Member: $55 Number of Tickets  x $55=
Nonmember: $65 Number of Tickets _ x $65=
Seniors (over 75): $25 Number of Tickets  x $25 =

Total=

Please note: Tickets will be sold at the door if there is seating available. No registrations accepted by mail after

April 9. No cancellations after April 10, but a substitute attendee may take your place.



Coeur d’Alene Chapter
Idaho Writers League

P.O. Box 1113

Hayden, Idaho 83835 USA

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

2009 Officers

Jennifer Leo: President

208-610-2520 jenny@ez2ba.com David E. Hibberd: Webmaster

Nancy Barnes: 1st VP & Co-Program Director 509-928-5528  dehibberdwrites@comcast.net

208-448-0833  nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com Richard Welts: Historian
nancyowensbarnes@conceptcable.com 667-5606 Richard@Welts.net

Jim Turner: 2nd Vice President - Newsletter Editor BarbaraRostad: Hospitaity Chair

208-664-9244  jimturner1@juno.com 208 777-1030  BKR9950@a0l.com

Jennifer SRova: Secretary Jennifer Rova: Publicity

208-762-0976 jrovacop@roadrunner.com jrovacop@roadrunner.com

Peggy L ee Chapman: Treasurer Position OPEN  Sunshine Committee

208-772-6262 pege ee@roadrunner.com

Whoistheldaho Writers League?

Purpose of the organization:

The Idaho Writers' League is organized exclusively for charitable and educational purposes for the promotion of social
wefareincluding:

A. To promote and maintain a high standard of literary output and to recognize accomplishments of |daho writers.

B. To stimulate public respect and support for the art and profession of writing.

C. To provide aunified organization for writers and those with seriousinterest in writing and literary skills.

D. To encourage new writing talent, to exchange ideas through the L eague publication, and local and state meetings.
E. To stimulate writing by means of contests and recognition awards.

F. To encourage regional activity among neighboring chapters.



