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COEUR d’ALENE
IWL MEETINGS:

February 13
Jewett House
9:00 A.M. to Noon
Program: Michael Marsden
Editing: The Good, the Bad,
andtheUgly.

February 21
Lutheran Church
Kathleen & Ramsey Road
6:30t0 9:30 PM.
Program: Larry Telles
Writing for Children

March 12
Jewett House
9:00 AM to Noon
Program: Nikki Arana
Thelnciting Incident

March 20
Lutheran Church
Kathleen & Ramsey Road
6:30t0 9:30 PM
Program: Kitty Fleischman
Editor, | daho Magazine
Pitching FreelanceArticles

No known
February Birthdays

WL ChasesAway theWinter Blues
President — Mary Jane Honegger

If therewere* dog daysof winter,” wewould beinthem.
Wewould bein those cold, goose-bumpy days, whenwe
watch thethermometer plummet and our hest bills soar.
Those dayswhen someof usstart thinking about
purchasing a Seasona Affective Disorder (S.A.D.) lamp,
hoping the bright light therapy will dispel the cloud of
depression caused by the shorter, colder, darker days of
winter.

But, thereisnoneed to turnto artificial light for membersof IWL. We
havealittlebright light therapy of our ownwith great speakers, lotsof
writing ideasand opportunitiesand even achallengeto keep you from
suffering from thewinter blueswhether Punxsutawney Phil seeshisshadow
on February 2 or not.

It was exciting to see so many members, including somewe haven't seen
inawhile, at our January meetings. It wasespecialy exciting towatch Susan
Garver arriveasshedid (literaly) into aparking spot at the Jewett House. It
made me glad she had arrived early —so therewas no one el se near the
place her car decided it wanted to park.

During thefirst meetings of theyear, weenjoyed listening to and learning
fromtwo interesting speakers, and felt acontagious spirit of fellowship
during our socia time. Many made an effort to wel come our new guestsand
members seemed to enjoy productive critique sessonsusing facilitatorsfor
thefirst time. Someenjoyed it so much (Ann’sevening group) that wehad to
closethedoors so therest of us could hear ourselvesthink.

Theboard has held two planning meetings, spending many hours
renewing our commitment to IWL and brainstorming new ideasand
activities. With aspecid focuson the needsof our membersin 2008, weare
hoping to add some hel pful and fun additionsto the aready great meeting
and speaker format of our chapter. We planto:

Welcome membersand guestswith agreeter at every meeting
Provide nametagsat each mesting

Facilitatecritiquesessions

Completean updated IWL pamphlet

* & & o

(continued on page 2)



(Blues from page 1)

¢ Createnew member packets

¢ FormanIWL borrowinglibrary

¢+ Network and coordinate projectswith other
entitieslikelocd libraries

¢ Host atea, reception or book signing event for
IWL authorsor writers

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership now standsat 53. Althoughiit
continuesto grow, weare still down about 20
membersfrom last year. If you are one of those
members, wehopeyou will think again about
renewing your membership, and welook forward to
seeingyouagan!

FEBRUARY CHALLENGE

| believethereisalittle poet in each of us. One
Easter | asked each of those gathered at my house,
(who only cameto shareagreat ham dinner and an
enjoyabletimewatching thelittleoneshunt Easter
eggs), towritea6 to 8 line poem about Easter. We
read them and made the others guesswho wrote
which one. Thereweregrandparents, young adults
and teenagers. Theresultswereincredibly funny,
touching and memorable. Even thosewho groaned
theloudest (the men) seemed proud of their
accomplishments.

Your challengeistowritea6 to 8 line poem
about Valentine' sDay. Please send your poemsto
thenewd etter for inclusoninour Marchissue. There
will bean opportunity to sharethem at our February
mesetingsaswell.

| hope each of you will take thetimeto think
about IWL and | et usknow what we can do to make
it better for you. Contact any of your officerswith
your ideasand suggestions.
If nothing ever changed, there' d be no butterflies.
~Author Unknown

Contributors

LizMastin Sherry Ramsey
Joan Hust Larry Telles
Susan Garver Chuck Lyons

Nancy OwensBarnes Mary JaneHoneggar
Ann Washington

ATTENTIONIWL MEMBER
AUTHORS& WRITERS

IWL needsto update our list of published authorsfor
our websiteand other publicity. If you areamember
and have published abook, self published included,
pleaselet usknow. Send your book title(s), brief
synopsis, and websiteor e-mail information. Wewill
set up linksto your websitesfrom the WL website.

If you havefreelance articles, poetry, short
stories, or other typesof writing that have been
published, wewould alsoliketo beginlisting these
accomplishmentsaswell. Please send usinformation
onyour work. If you have online content or a
website, wewill be happy tolink toyour
information.
Mary Jane Honegger - 687-2900
honegger2@verizon.net

Suggested Speaker Topics
Nancy Owens Barnes
Hi All...

We have had agreat response to our requestsfor
suggested speaker topicscollected during the
January day and evening meetings, aswell asthrough
emall. | recelved suggestionsfrom nearly haf of our
members, who noted abroad range of topicsacross
severa genres. When combined and categorized,
someof the areasthat received the most requests
include specificwriting techniques (dia ogue, point of
view, show don't tell, story organization & structure)
and marketing, including internet marketing. Thereis
alsoagood dedl of interest in salf-publishing, editing
topics, queries, and timeorganization. All of these, as
well asothers| havenot listed here, serveasaguide
for our 2008 programs.

$0...fed freeto keep ‘em coming! If you think of
othersto add, or if you haven’t had achanceto
comment thusfar, your ideasarewelcomeand will
beaddedtothelist.

Thanksfor your input!

Millennia ago, cats were
wor shipped as Gods. They
(the cats) have never
forgotten this.



SAVE THE WEEKEND OF APRIL 25& 26
IWL WRITER’SWORKSHOP

Our February Writer’s Workshop with award winning author Randy | nger manson
has been rescheduled. Itisnow our April Workshop with award winning author Randy
Ingermanson. It will be held at the Ameritel Innin Coeur d’ Alene on April 25 & 26. Cost
will be $75 for members and $85 for non-members. Ingermanson is also offering private
consultations on Sunday, April 27.

Ingermanson is the author of six novels and is publisher of the largest electronic
magazine on the craft of writing fiction in theworld — the Advanced Fiction Writing E-zine.
The goal of this self-described class clown and class nerd rolled into one, isto turn “wanna
be” writersinto “gonnabe’ writers through his down to earth style and humorous approach
to the often intimidating world of writing and publication.

A physicist with aPhD, Ingermanson has applied his knowledge as a scientist to the
craft of writing and come up with formulasfor organizing your writing, creating your story
and marketing your work. HisFiction 101 and Fiction 201 classes are geared to provide
clear and concise advice on writing fiction to both the novice and more experienced writer.
Hewill aso share histips on internet marketing, something he says every writer should
consider before they begin writing abook.

To get to know alittle more about Ingermanson, check out his
website at www.ingermanson.com, and make plans now to attend the
Randy Ingermanson Writer’s Workshop in April. Watch for complete
registration information in the March issue of our newdletter. If you have

any questions please contact Mary Jane at 687-2900.




POET'S
CORNER

Bus

Liz Mastin

Crazy drivers,
Macho drivers,
Wild trip in

The twilight zone.
Life and death,

A celebration,
Just to make it
Alive home.

Psycho drivers,
Underworldly,

Offer you

Uncertain change,
Start out slowly,

All seems well,
Transmutes soon to
Something strange.

Leave the ground,

At speed of lightening,
Bump and lurch,

This tail gate ride,
They often leave

The doors wide open,
Victims race to

Leap inside.

In heat of day,

Or rains of nighttime,
Seems there are no traffic
cops,

Going seventy

Miles an hour,

Lock the brakes

To skid to stops.

Crazy drivers,
Macho drivers,
Wild trip in

The twilight zone,
Life and death,

A celebration,
Just to make it,
Alive home.

Chapter Highlights
January9& 17

Secretary - Ann Washington
Once-in-a-while member s have to miss a chapter meeting.
2008 marksthe beginning of anew idea; “ chapter highlights’ viaour
newsd etter to help everyone stay intheloop.

Nancy Owens Barnes, author of South to Alaska, was our presenter
Wednesday morning the 9". Michael Kincaid, author of Alaska Justice
wasthe presenter Thursday evening the 17*. Both are newly published
membersof our chapter and each presented informative helpful insights
about thewriting and publishing of creative non-fiction andfiction.

Michael Marsden will be speaking about hisexperiencewith editorsat
the upcoming, February 13" day mesting

New guestswereintroduced at each meeting. Larry and Sherry were
againrecognizedfor all their hard work on theboard thispast year.

New officerswerere-introduced; Nancy OwensBarnes, 12 VP, Jim
Turner, 29V P (asoin chargeof our newsdetter); and Ann Washington,
secretary; AnnaGoodwin, our treasurer was unableto attend thismonth,
but will return mid-February. Sheissunning in Mexico, but usng her own
funds, not IWL chapter fundsas severd teased shemight.

Mary Jane promised to open each meeting with ajoke. If you missed
thismonthsjoke, ask to hear it the next timeyou see her.

Nancy Barnesrequested input from membersfor future speaker
topics.

TheFebruary Randy I nger manson Workshop isrescheduled for
theweek end of April 25". A show of handsindicated more members
would attend at that time. Dates
areconfirmedattheAmeritd Inn - NOTE:

and with speaker, Randy Wewould likesupportive
Ingermanson. friendsand sponsor sfor our
Larry Tellesand Ann wor kshop. Doyou know apossible
Washington have agreed to be sponsor, i.e. owners of book stores,
CdA chapter delegate computer centers, printing
representatives as needed for companies, or other such suppliers
IWL stateissues. who would benefit fromwritersbeing
Theboard will call people intown? Namesof supportive
who'’ venot yet renewed friendsand sponsors donating $20 or
membershipto seeif they have morewill beacknowledgedin
special concernsto share. You workshop materials,
don’t needtowait for acal. All Remember, we areanon-profit

membersare encouragedto share  organization. Sponsor support istax
concernsor ideasto benefit the deductible and our gratitudelong
chapter. lagting.

Seeyou at the next meeting?



The Poets

and Their Poems
LizMastin

Dylan Thomas

Oneof themost influentia lyrical poetsof the
twentieth century according towikipedia
When you first read Dylan
Thomas'spoems (if you are
likeme) you may find them
perplexing, but if you listen
tohim; hiseloquent reading
of hispoemson CD, the
light breaksthrough and he

b ismost enjoyable. That's
theway it worked for me.

According to Julian Tabor, poet and leader of the
Whidbey |dand Poetscritiquing group, Dylan
Thomasisto be understood “ asalanguage poet.
Much of hiswork is dedicated just to the sound
and impact of words, all of which carry strong if
subliminal emotional messages. Thomasisa
master of the English language and a powerful
reader of hisownworks.” Taber continues: “ His
play ‘for voices:Under Milkwood' is often
performed in the United Sates.”

In order to write thiscolumn, and to find out more
about Dylan Thomas, | purchased the complete
collection of hispoemsentitled “ThePoemsof
DYLAN THOMAS,” edited by his close
friend Daniel Jones. | do not regret the purchaseand
it includesaCD with himreading eight of hisbest-
known poems. Now that I’ velistened to the
recordingssevera times, | understand much better
what to look for in hisintricate poetry. Heisquickly
becoming oneof my favorite poets: interesting thingis
- hewrotetwo thirds of hispoetry when hewasin
hislateteens.

According to Thomasin his“ Noteson the Art
of Poetry,” hewasaways avoraciousreader and
hewas completely enamored withwords. Hestudied
many great poets, including James Joyce, William
Blake, Marlowe, Poe, K eats, Shakespeare and the
imagistsand more. He aso enjoyed therhythmsand
words of the bible. Hewould draw fromal these

i I
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influencesin hispoetry. Evenasayoung

child, Thomassaysin hisnotes: “Wordswould burst
upon me, unencumbered by trivial or portentous
association. Thenon-senseof children’snursery
rhymeswasanother influencein hiswriting. It
mattered not, what the words meant. The sounds of
thewordsor word combinationswerewhat
mattered. Hewasinfluenced aswell by the Scottish
ballads. Of hisimagesandideas, which some
people compareto thesurredlists, Thomas says:
“Oneof thegreat mainusesof theintellectisto
sdlect, from the amorphous mass of subconscious
images, thosewhich best further theimaginative
purpose, whichisto writethe best poem | can.”
Thus, hestrongly denied that hewasasurreaist.

Dylan MarlaisThomaswas
bornin1914in Swansesa,
Wales. Hisfather wasan
English professor who (though
heand hiswife, aseamstress,
spokeWelsh) inssted Thomas
gpeak only Englishat home.
Thomaswasasickly child
suffering from bronchitisand
asthma Helivedinan affluent
neighborhood and attended Mrs. Hole' sDame
School, aprivate schoal. Inthe summers, Thomas
wouldvisthisAunt'sdary farm in Carmarthenshire.
It wastherethat hefound inspirationfor much of his
work including hispoem ”Fern Hill.”

INn 1931, at the age of sixteen, heleft school to
becomeajunior reporter for the South Walesdaily
Post. In 1932 hejoined Swansea'sLittle Theater
Company. Asayoung man helovedtovisit with
other literary peopleinthe many pubsin histown. He
joined agroup of literary contemporizes that called
themsaves“ TheKardomah gang” after afavorite
pub wherethey would gather to discusstheir poetry
and literary mattersand drink beer. Another of his
favorite pubs was“ TheWhiteHorse Tavern”: now a
Dylan Thomas landmark.

In 1934 Thomas put hisfirst eighteen poems
into anotebook publication.

In 1935, Dylan performed hiswork in thefirst of
many radio broadcasts. Helater becamewell known
for hisremarkablereading and el oquent voice. In
1936, Dylan moved to L ondon and married dancer,

(continued on page 6)
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(Thomas - from page 5)

CaitlinMcNamara They lived
with other writer friendsand at
timeswith her family and later

moved back toWaesto liveina

cottage, provided by alady
patron, in Carmarthenshirein
southwest Wales. They had
threechildren, Llewely Edward,
daughter Aeronwy and Colm
Garahart.

Dylan continued writing,
and after publishing “ Twenty
Five Poems,” in 1946
he published “Deathsand
Entrances.” In 1952, he
published “ Collected Poems”
and he also wrote some short
stories, film scripts, broadcast
storiesand hegave aseriesof
lecturesand talks, touring the
United States.

Hehad severa loveaffairs
(someserious) but stayed
married to Caitlin. In 1953, at
theyoung ageof thirty-nine, he
collapsed and diedinaNew
York Apt., the heavy drinking
contributing to hisearly death.
Hisbody was brought back to
Walesand ismarked by a
simplewooden cross. Caitlin,
who died someyearslater, was
buried besidehim.

Dylan Thomas is
an interesting
read.
| suggest
reading his
poetry aloud,
kind of like a
whimsical song!

Liz

AND DEATH SHALL HAVE NO DOMINION
(One of Dylan Thomas'’s famous poems)

And death shall have no dominion.
Dead men naked they shall be one
With the man in the wind and the west moon;

When their bones are picked clean and the clean bones gone,

They shall have stars at elbow and foot;
Though they go mad they shall be sane,

though they sink through the sea they shall rise again;

Though lovers be lost love shall not;
And death shall have no dominion.

And death shall have no dominion.

Under the windings of the sea

They lying long shall not die windily;
Twisting on racks when the sinews give way,
Strapped to a wheel, yet they shall not break;
Faith in their hands shall snap in two,

And the unicorn evils run them through;
Split ends up they shan’t crack;

And death shall have no dominion.

And death shall have no dominion.

No more may gulls cry at their ears

Or waves break loud on the seashores;
Where blew a flower may a flower no more
Lift its head to the blows of the rain;
Though they be mad and dead as nails,

Heads of the characters hammer through daisies;

break in the sun till the sun breaks down,
And death shall have no dominion.




Book Review

TheFirst FivePages: A Writer’'sGuideto

Staying Out of the Rejection Pile. Noah

Lukeman. New York: Fireside, ©2000. 208pp.

ISBN 0-684-85743-X, Trade paperback, $13.00
Reviewed by Susan Garver

| judge a book’s success
by whether or not | view
theworld in a different ™

light after reading it. The
First Five Pages. A Writer's
Guide to Staying Out of the
Rejection Pile by Noah Lukeman,
aNew York City-based literary
agent, passed my test. While most
advice was familiar to me, the exercises at the end of
each chapter prompted me to view my writing through
altered eyes.

Each chapter is composed of four
sections: an explanation of theissue;
possible solutions; before and after
examples; and exercises. While the
examples blared obvious errors, the
exercises guided me to uncover issues

irss Five Toge

L I— —

| highlighted
my entiredocument.
Adjectivesglowed

“Adjectives and Adverbs.” Lukeman, advises
removing every adjective and adverb from the first
page of the manuscript and then reading the revised
document. How strong are the remaining nouns and
verbs? Can they be changed so adjectives and or
adverbs can be removed? How many are clichés or
overused words?

| didn't stop at thefirst page; | highlighted my
entire document. Adjectives glowed orange while
adverbsglistened blue. The sparkling light blinded me,
so | removed words, | used more descriptive houns
and verbs, and | pondered what | really wanted to
convey to my reader. | printed a new sheet with my
revisions and again wielded my orange and blue
highlighters. Less color thistime. And even lesson
the third attempt. After cutting 500 of my original
3000 words, | stopped editing and began reading
chapter three in the book.

The next set of reasons for rejection, Part 11, are
five chapters of dialogue related concepts, such as
being commonplace, not informative,
too melodramatic, too obtuse, and hard
tofollow.

My next big ah-hah moment camein
chapter six of the book, where
dialogue identifiersare discussed. |

inmy writing towhich | could apply orangewhile included somein my text, but after
key concepts from the solutions. adverbs g| istened reading this chapter, | realized |
The chapters are grouped into blue needed more. | knew when Anne was

three parts. Lukeman describes each

part as the subsequent filter layer an

editor or agent uses in evaluating a manuscript. He
believes while the art of writing can not be taught, the
craft of writing, which also includes rewriting, can be
taught. Thismassaging, refining, and placement of the
written word, regardless of genre, is the focus of the
book.

Part I, Preliminary Problems, consists of five
chapters describing the primary reasons manuscripts
areregjected. They include physical presentation,
adjectives and adverbs, style, sound, and comparison.
If one does not meet these guidelines, page six may
never be read by an agent.

| purchased the book last June after writing the
initial draft of my first-ever short story. | quickly
realized the value of my purchase as | gazed at the
sea of blue and orange highlights on my paper. The
book does not advocate defacing one’ swriting in this
manner. The author recommends removing words
rather than highlighting them, but | was not brave
enough to do that.

The removal adviceis part of the second chapter,

speaking and when someone else was

speaking, because | heard their voices
changein my head. Others reading my story wouldn’t
have the benefit of my head, so | needed to put a bit
more of what was in my head on the paper.

Last in the rejection hierarchy are nine chapters of
bigger pictureitems such astone, focus, hooks,
subtlety, setting, pacing, viewpoint, characterization,
and the ever-popular telling instead of showing.
According to Lukeman, these are the items eval uated
after the first five pages are read.

Heeding the advice in chapter 11, “ Showing versus
Telling,” | tweaked my description of theliving room
where a key scene occurs in my story. | also gave
myself a pat on the back as most my descriptions did
avoid telling my reader what | wanted to convey. |
believe my orange and blue highlighters hel ped guide
my effortsin that direction.

Anintroduction and 19 chapters spread across 208
pages means this book can be read in short easy bites.
At $13.00, it'salso not a big bite to your pocketbook.



Don’'t GiveUp!!!
By Larry Telles

Whilearchiving somematerial on my hard disk, | ran acrosssome
oldmemories. It wasmy original email query to Kitty Fleischman of
|daho Magazine on 10-23-03 when | asked if shewould liketo seemy
story about “ The Hoxie Brothers: FromIdaho to the Slver Screen?”
Atthetimel told her that | could haveit completed in acouple of
months.

Shereturned with, yes| would liketo seeit, send it to Adam Park. |
sent it on 12-16-03 attached toanemail. A few daysbeforethe end of
theyear | got an email from Adam saying that Kitty liked it, but could |
makeafew corrections, and listed them. | did makethe correctionsand
sent it back to him on 01-02-04. A coupleof dayslater | sent ahard
copy aong with abio and 12 photographs on adisk.

Between that date and our last conference, Kitty hastold methat |
should contact her managing editor to find out wherethe story went.
W, six monthsago | sent an email to Dene her latest managing editor,
andtold himthestory. Twoweekslater hisemail said that they haveno
record of my story anywhere. So, last Friday | sent Denean email
saying, would you liketo read astory about the Hoxie brothers?

Thestory of Jack and Al Hoxiewere motion picture actors. Their
careersweremost prominent inthesilent film eraof the 1910sthrough
the 1930s. Jack wasbornin Kingfisher Creek in Indian Territory (now
the state of Oklahoma). Hewasthe son of aveterinarian who waskilled
inan accident weeks before Jack’sbirth. Hismother wasahalf Nez
Percelndian named Matilda. After hisfather’sdeath, shemovedto
Northern Idaho, where at an early age, Jack became aworking cowboy
and ranch hand. MatildaHoxie married arancher and horsetrader
named Scott Stone and thefamily relocated to the Boise areawhere Jack
worked asapacker for aU.S. Army Fort. He also worked to hone his
skillscompetingin rodeos. Shortly after moving to Idaho, Jack’syounger
haf-brother Al Stonewasborn. Jack Hoxie began to appear infilmsand
Al followed soon after. Little brother changed hisnameto Al Hoxie
appearing in aseriesof westernfilms. They both had long careersonand
off thesilver screen. Jack and Al’sliveswereintertwined in both the
movieand rodeo business.

Within the hour Dene'semail said, “ Sure. | will takealook at it.
Happy tooblige.” So, | sent theold* corrected” copy in Word along
with two photographs attached. We shall seel!!

Sherry told me sometime ago that there have been three managing
editorsat |daho Magazinesince Adam Park left. At thispoint, | don’t
care. Thisall started when | mentioned the story to Kitty in Burley,
September 6, 2003 at the ldaho Writer’sLeague Conferenceand itis
now February, 2008. It'sbeen 521ong monthssincethen. During all that
timethe story wastill waiting on my hard drive. I'll et you know what

happens.

Mexican Shadowbox

From my Balcony
Liz Mastin

Here in my shadowbox
Midst Mexican murals,
Oozing honey and various
Stiff vines and flowers

On red - yellow- gold;
This, my enclosure,

Where brown Mayan faces
Arching just so

With opaque eyes,

Seem to be standing

Or languidly floating
Where cathedrals snow
prayerful white flowers.
They gaze at my movements;
Their eyes follow doggedly.
They go where | go,

As | watch different sea birds
Float over the wild waves:
The flash and the shimmer
Of sardines below.

With arrow precision

Birds torque and touch down,
piercing the surface

With bills aimed sharp.

But pity the flashers:

What had been a fine day,
Now a finned frenzy

Mid currents, spewed eggs:
The sparkle of the sea

And dance of the day:

A change in their plans:
Many eyes — would know.




Celebrations

Toot Toot

Jamie Leigh Hansen
signed 71 books at the
Borders in Spokane Jan 5"
at her book launch party!

Jamie hopes that Idaho
members will stop by to meet
her and browse through her
book at Walden Books at the
Spokane Valley mall on Feb. 9
from 1-3.

Book Review
TheArt of Fiction: A Guidefor Writers& Readers
By: Ayn Rand, Edited by Tore Boeckmann
Published by Plume/Penguin Books, 2000
ISBN: 0-452-28154-7
Reviewed by Chuck Lyons

Tue ArT
In 1958 Ayn Rand, author of Atlas Shrugged and OF
The Fountainhead (#1 and #2 on the Modern F
Library'sReadersList of 100 Best Booksof all ICTION

time) presented aninformal coursetitled The Art of
Fictionto agroup of friendsand close
acquaintances. Her notesfor that course,
unpublished until recently, arenow available,
augmented by elaboration and organization by the
editor.

Rand'sapproach in theselectureswasto present not only the how-to
of writing grest fiction, but a so to ground that advicewith explanationsas
towhy these methodswork. Her knowledge of epistemol ogy (the study
of knowledge and how welearn) allowed her to present the conceptsas
well asconcretes backing up these* good fiction methods,” and thereby
move them beyond the cookbook * do this, do that’ we seein so many
writer’sbooks. For me, understanding the*why’ greatly improved my
ability tointegrate universaly accepted  how-to' knowledgeinto my
specificwriting efforts. Thisbook hasdone morethan any other to help
meapply the*show, don’t tell’ rule.

Rand used Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead aswell as\We
the Living and Anthem (her other long fiction works) as source material
for many of her examples, so onemust befamiliar with theseto benefit
fully fromher advice.

Topichigh-points:
Plot structure and the mental requirementsto achieveit
Characterization/motives
Syle
Romanticv/sNaturdigtic
Depictionsof love
Descriptions
Narrativev/sdramatization (Tell v/s Show)
Expostion
Flashbacks
Trandtions
Metaphors
Didogue
Useof obscenities, foreignwords, dang

AYN
RAND

Because Rand’ sinformation isbased on 1950s reading audiences, afew
of her minor detailsare outdated. However, human nature being mostly
constant, the book isby far awinner, and for me $14 well spent.
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| go every year. It is so inspiring that | easily come home on a high.

| say that everyone that writes a letter can turn thelir letter writing into a book or article
that will be a blessing to others to know Him better, and make Him known.

| encourage you to attend the 2008 Northwest Christian Writers Renewal.

Joan Hust

2008 Northwest Christian WritersRenewal
(formerly Seettle Pacific University WritersRenewal)
May 2-3, Northshore Baptist Church, Bothell, Washington
With author and speaker Cec Murphey

Writingisalonely business. Whether you' rejust starting out or have been pounding the computer keysfor years,
you have questions. Areyou any good?What doesthe market want now? Doesanyone even care? | sthiswhat
God hascalled youtodo or areyou just dreaming?

At the Northwest Christian Writers Renewa you can find answersand meet otherswho not only lovethe Lord but
sharethe samepassionsin an environment that issmall enough to makeyou feel at home, yet large enough to bring
ineditorsfrommaor publishing houses. Youwill evenfind hugs.

Thisyear’ skeynote speaker Cec Murphey will inspireyou with hischarm and wit. He' sthe author of morethana
hundred booksthat have sold more than 100 millions copiesin 20 countries. They include Touchdown Alexander
with famed NFL running back Sean Alexander of the Seattle Seahawk’s, and the bestsalling 90 Minutesin
Heaven with Don Piper, now optioned for afeaturefilm.

You will sharpenyour craft through classestaught by authors such as Colleen Reece, who hassold morethan 5
million copiesof her books, Grace Fox, an award-winning freelancer whose articleshave appeared in Focuson
the Family and Power for Living and the author of four books, and Kathy Tyers, sci-fi novelist and Christian
Writer’sGuild Mentor, to namejust afew.

Appointmentswith editorsand agent areavailable on Friday afternoon. Editorsinclude:
» JesseForea, author/editor, Clubhouse M agazine, from Focuson the Family
» JoyceHart, agent, HartlineLLiterary Agency
*  AndreaMullins, publisher, New Hope Publishers
* Don Pape, publisher, David C. Cook Pupblisher
* Mick Silva, acquisitionseditor, WaterBrook Press

Thisyear’sconference hasmoved to Northshore Baptist Church, on the eastside of Seattlein beautiful Bothell,
Washington. It'seasy to find, right off the I-405 with amplefree parking. Other added benefits, we' | be under one
roof and all mealson Saturday areincluded inyour registration fee.

Fees:. early registration (before March 15) for NCWA members $129, nonmembers $139.
After March 15: NCWA members $139, nonmembers $149
Scholarshipsavailable. For moredetailsgo towww.nwchristianwriters.org.

I nterested in more information or need abrochure? Go to www.nwehristianwriters.org or call Judy Bodmer at
425-488-2900.

Accordingto Terry Glaspey, director of acquisitionsat Harvest House Publishing, the Northwest WritersRenewal
is"among thevery best I’ ve beeninvolved with.”



Notes, News, Announcements
and other unpaid poalitical incursions

“It’'sNot Easy Being E”
rab your umbrellaand favoriteelectronic
eading device (alaptop or PDA will do) and
head to the great Pacific Northwest for the 8nannual
EPIC conference, “I1t'sNot Easy BeingE,” in
Portland, Oregon, March 6-9, 2008, at the Lloyd
Center Doubletreelnn. Thisnationa conference
addressesthe emerging e ectronic publishingindustry,
and attracts publishers, writersand readersof this
new medium.

Headlining the conferenceisluncheon keynote
speaker isMichael Powell, owner of Powell’s
Books, whichlaysclaimsto being thelargest
independent bookstoreintheworld. Powell’sisa
noted retailer of e-books, aswell asnew and hard-
to-find used books. The Portland conference will
feature e-publisher pandl discuss onsand workshops
pertaining to publishing and promoting eectronic
books, new technol ogies, and genre and publisher
specifictopics. Therewill be an EPPIE book awards
ceremony honoring excellencein electronic
publishing, and opportunitiesfor social and
professona networking.

EPIC, the Electronically Published Internet
Connection, isaprofessiona organizationfor
published and contracted e-book and print authors.
Establishedin 1997, EPIC wasone of thefirst
advocatesof € ectronic publishing, and hasbeena
strong voicefor theindustry ever since. Itsmembers
writeand publishindl literary and non-fiction genres.

For moreinformation on the conference and how
toregister go to the EPIC website,
www.epicauthors.org. If youwould liketo present a
workshop at the EPIC conference or participateina
panel, please contact Joy Clarke at by November 1,
2007, at: JoySC1@aol.com.

Prize for poetry
Lost Horse Pressisnow accepting submissionsfor
Theldaho Prizefor Poetry 2008, anational
competition offering $1000 plus publication by Lost
Horse Pressfor abook-length poetry manuscript. All
U.S. poetsaredligible. Entriesmust be postmarked
by 15 May 2008.

Thewinner and finalistswill beannounced on 15
August 2008. Thefind judgefor thefifth annual
poetry book contest sponsored by L ost Horse Press
will beannounced at alater date. A reading fee of
$25— check or money order only, please—and a
SASE (for notification of winnersonly; manuscripts
will berecycled) must beincluded withthe
manuscript.

For guidelinesor additional information about the
Idaho Prizefor poetry, please contact- Lost Horse
Pressat 208.255.4410, email
| osthorsepress@mindspring.com or check onlineat
www.|losthorsepress.org

NEW ONLINE

CHILDREN'SMAGAZINE

The Washington State Historical Society isproudto
announceanew onlinechildren’smagazinecalled
ColumbiaKids, dueto launchin August 2008.
Thanksto agrant from the Verizon Foundation, this
new e-publication will bring awhole new twist to
exploring Pacific Northwest history.

Written especialy for kidsuptoage 12,
ColumbiaKidswill feature amazing people, places,
and objectsfrom the Pacific Northwest’spast. With
exciting storiesand specia departmentssuch as
“OneDay inHigtory,” “Homework Helper,” and
“Northwest Hotspot,” ColumbiaKidswill not only
beagreat read for children, it will beafabulous
resourcefor teacherswho want tointegrate reading,
writing, and Pacific Northwest history.

Writersand illustratorsinterested in receiving
submissonguiddinesshould email
columbiakids@wshswagov.
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From Sherry Ramsey

Hereisagresat writing opportunity for any who
would liketo takeashot. Remember, you' |l never
know if your story could get publishedif youaren't
brave enough towriteit and then havethe nerve, the
sheer audacity tomail it off!

Good luck! Sherry

Would you kindly sharethefollowing call for
submissionswith your members. Thank you for
your consider ation.

Colleen Sl

Cup of Comfort editor

SalutetoMilitary Families:
A Paid Publishing Opportunity for Uplifting Persona
Stories
It hasbeen said that military lifeis“not for thefaint
of heart.” But neither isit without itsbenefitsand
blessings. Theeditor of thebestselling book seriesA
Cup of Comfort seeks powerful and positive stories
about how military lifeaffectsthe persond livesof
servicemen and women, how family affectssoldiers
onthejob, and how military lifeaffects families. The
storiesinthiscollectionwill cover awiderange of
topicsand reved avariety of perspectives,
experiences, and emotionsspecificto military
personnel and/or their loved ones.
Storiesmust betrue, original, inspiring and/or

comforting, and 1000-2000 words.
Submission Deadline: March 15, 2008
Writer’ sGuidelines: http:/Aww.cupofcomfort.conm/
sharehtm
Quegtiong/submissons mailto:
cupofcomfort@adamsmediacom
$500 grand prize/ $100 each, al other stories
published in book; plus copy of book. No entry or
reading fees.

Mail to: wordsinger@aol .com (direct)

Mail to: cupofcomfort@adamsmediacom
(viapublisher)

THEWRITER'S

WORKSHOPREVIEW

Anonlineliterary magazine, islooking for
thebest in creative nonfiction andfictionfrom
established and emerging writersfor our inaugura
2008 issue. Welove strong narratives, compelling
characters, and storiestold with style, verveand wit.
Send us narrative nonfiction, personal essays,
short stories, short shorts, aswell astravel, food and
winewriting with astrong narrative el ement. We
prefer submissionsof 1000 to 2500 words, withthe
exception of short shorts, and occasiona ly will
consder somethinglonger. Wea so publishone
interview per issueon theart and craft of writing.
We pay $25 per story and $50 per interview. We
accept only online submissions. Do not send hard
copy. Send storiesto Nick O’ Connell at
nick@thewritersworkshop.net.

SUBMISS ON REQUEST

Doyou haveatruestory that |eaves peoplewanting
more? Do you have atrue story that gives peoplethe
chillsor goose bumps? Do you have atrue story that
showsGodispresent inyour life?1 am currently
writing abook of TRUE unexplainablestories. If you
have an amazing story that you would liketo share
please contact me. Interviews start January 15th.
Please contact Dianaat info@kirklandsba.com

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Jim Turner - Editor

(208 664-9244) jimtur ner 1@j uno.com

Larry Telles - Assistant to the editor
Sherry Ramsey - Assistant to the editor
Nancy Barnes - Assistant to the editor
Ann Story - Assistant to the editor

Deadline:
the 25th of each month.




Pondering Valentines Day
Ann Washington

Asamemoi rist and poet, VaentinesDay hasme

pondering 3 yearsof dating and almost 43 years
of marriageto the sameman. Northwest winter usually
bringsout our grumpier sdewhen Marchrollsaround.
It happenswith such regularity that we haveastanding
agreement... If oneof usbringsupthe“D” wordin
winter, wewill tabletheideauntil spring. Withthesame
regularity aswinter glum, our love seemsto re-blossom
just asspring sunshinerejuvenatesflowers. | came
acrosstwo poemsinmy archiveseach writtenin
March. The sunshinemust have been beaming earlier
each of thoseyears. | sharethem with my husband’s
permissionin celebration of lovethisVaentinesDay.

REACHOUT TOME
Reach out to me
Invite meinto your arms
Hold me close, gentlein your embrace
Touch my cheek in the palm of your hand
Lift my chin, look upon my face
Let your eyes meet mine and linger there
Open your heart. Let me feel your soul
Kiss my forehead then my lips
Guide my head to rest upon your chest
Hold mequietly, still and again
let me linger to feel secure and safe
assured, still quiet let meknow...
you feel you hold a treasure there.
Let me feel your arms,
the beating of your heart,
the touching soul to soul not wanting to part.
Make love to me, body to body, heart to heart,
soul to soul
And when the time comes we know we must leave
Let me feel you do not want to go
Let me feel you still reaching out to me
Let the warmth of your embrace linger
With the sense of love still on my face,
from the palm of your hand, and your first embrace
Please do not hurry off
Hold megently
Still in your heart where we both feel our love
merged,
still treasured,
soul to soul
I loveyou
Please hold me close in your heart quiet and il
If you let me, | will meet you there.

AnnaM cClain Washington
©March 25,2003 5:55am

Places to Promote Your Book
Online

L ookingfor aplaceto promoteyour book and
gain added exposure? Thereare many sitesout there
onthe‘Net that offer aplaceto add your booksand
even get alink back to your own site. Thisisknown as
aback link - alink from someone else'ssitetoyoursis
one of the best waysto organically optimizeyour site
andincreaseyour PageRank (Internet visibility). The
guestionis, how do you get peopletolink toyou? The
good newsis:. thereare many ways. Asyou look for
sitesto link back to you, choose siteswith a PageRank
of 2 or higher (you canfind asite’'sPageRank at
www.blogflux.com).

Herearetwo siteswhereyou can list your book
and get added exposur e

1. Author Nation.com, http:/Awww.authornation.com
- thissocid networking siteisagreat placeto network
with other authorsand get added exposureaswell asa
backlink to your own site- their PageRank is3 and
they only recently launched thisnew service.
2. Author Arcs, http://www.authorarcs.conV - thisisa
brand new sitethat hasyet to launch, consequently
their PageRank is0, but | haveafeding thiswill
increasevery soon. Thecreator of AuthorArcis
offering aplacefor new and traditionaly published
authorsto upload FREE e-book versions of their
books; thelisting asoincludesalink to buy thebook, a
short bio and author photo, summary of the book and
alink to theauthor’ssite. Why would you give your
book away for free? Added exposure!!! Plus, you gain
new readerswho may buy your physical book,
potential viral marketing, you tap into anew audience
that wouldn'’t otherwise know to read your work and
you get that backlink on asitethat will very likely gain

inpopularity very quickly!!

Reprinted from “ The Book Marketing Expert newdletter,” a
free ezine offering book promotion and publicity tips and
techniques. http://www.amarketingexpert.com
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Jonathan Bdll - Interview
Joan S. Hust

What madeyou decide
towriteabook?
| honestly believetheLord
asked metowritethis
book. I know that sounds
presumptuous, but though |
had occasiondly thought of
writing at somelater timel
had not actually intended to writeabook. | was
looking for ajob and took myself out of thejob
market towritethething.
Areyou gifted at writing?
| guessthat would be up to otherstojudge. I’ vetried
towriteinamanner whichisengaging and enjoyable
for thereader.
Do you have a sense of humor ?
Yes. Definitdly. | love humor, thoughit isobviousthat
different peoplefind different thingshumorous. It'sa
bit weird that what some of usfind traumatic at one
time can behumorousl|ater.
What isthebook about?
Basicaly thebook isabout my conversationswith
God and othersand the context of those
conversations. The book isintended to be more
experientia rather than explanatory. That is, though |
attempt to explainthe dia oguesand events, | do not
regard my explanationsasfina or necessarily
correct.
It isan unusual title. How did you comeup with
thetitle?
Theword cameto my mind as| began the book.
Unbridled to merepresents something which has
been set freefrom somerestraints. | believethetitle
correctly describesmy intent to relate my
experiencesaccurately with littleregard for how
othersmight interpret those experiences. | decided to
relatemy experienceswithout judging or gauging
their acceptability.
Doyou thinkitisall right tojust say anything
without regard for others?
No. Regardfor othersisessentia. | havetriedto be
sendtiveto peoples livesand situations. I’ vejust
tried to say thingswithout too much concern for what
peoplemight think of me. That'snot totally possible,
but when | was concerned about what people might
think of my saying something, | tried not to makethat
areason not to say it.

You areamusician. Doyou perform locally?
Not muchredly. | play keyboardsoccasionally in
convalescent homeswith asmall group. | learned the
standard old hymnsasachild and enjoy playing and
sngingthem.

Tell meabout your background.

| grew up north of Baltimore, earned adegreein
mechanical engineering and worked on and off asa
corporate engineer. | movedtoldahoin 1973 and
wasalogging and log hauling contractor for about
tenyears. | tried to devel op afabrication business
but was broke by 1986. | went back to Maryland
and worked again asacorporate engineer until 1990
when | returned to the Grangevillearea. | bought half
of amachining and fabricating job shopwhichl
operated until 2002. | sold out after my divorceand
bounced around abit. I’ ve done somemachine
design, sold and serviced manufacturing machines.
Right now | back into engineering with acompany in
Washington.

What isyour favoritebook?

Theonel read most isthe Bible, whichisthe correct
answer. However, my favoriteisprobably the 1st
Treasury of Herman. For depth, Reinhold
Niebuhr’s Beyond Tragedy ishard to beat, though
The Ultimate Intention by DeVern Fromkeis
probably equdl.

Do you haveafavorite movie?
ThePrincessBride,

You arean eligiblesingle Christian man. Doyou
prefer thislifestyle?

Absolutdy not.

When did you decideto becomea Christian?
November 12, 1977. | wastalked into repeating a
prayer | did not understand. I’ [| do anything, |
thought, to get thisguy to quit nagging me.

Wasyour conversion literal? That is, did you
noticeanything different?

Absolutely. | honestly beganto seelifeand peoplein
acompletely different way. It wasremarkable. I'm
not saying | wasabetter person, but | definitely had
my eyesopened to adifferent world.

Areyou activein alocal church?

| attend RLM and amtrying tofind auseful function
there.

What doyou dofor fun?

Recreation?] liketo ride high-performancedirt
bikes, play music, and | liketotravel, see new

(continued on page 15)



(Bell -from page 14)

places. I think thinkingisfunwhen | havefunthings
to think about. Sometimeswhen lifegoesinabad
direction too much thinking can be dangerous.

What isyour favoritefood?

Cheese, very sharp cheddar cheese. Caesar salad is
next.

How long haveyou lived in thegreat Inland
Northwest?

| moved to Idaho from Baltimorein 1973.
Wheredid you grow up?

North of Baltimore.

Wereyou in the service?

Army from 1969to0 1971. | wason my way to
Vietnam but got sent at thelast minuteto Korea.
What wasyour major in college?

Mechanica Engineering.

What doyou admiremost in aperson?

Honesty andintegrity. | appreciateit when peopletry
to do what they say they will do. We havebecomea
society inwhich peoplewill say most anything for
effect or result. Wordsare cheap. It seemslikethe
peoplewho havethemost real character often have
theleast to say. They realize how seldom people
redly lisen.

Doyou listen?

Excellent question. Not asmuch as| should,
certainly. Written or spokenwordscomeat usfrom
all directions. Too often we hear what wewant to
hear. Thereisno shortage of wordsavailableto
justify and assure us of whatever wewant to believe.
Few of ustruly seek what we need to hear - words
of reproof and correction. Wewould rather have
people assure usthat we are okay, that what weare
doingisacceptable.

Whowasthegreatest influencein your life?
Cathie, the mother of my children. Sheloved me,
encouraged me, stuck with me, revedled theworstin
meand left me. What elsecan | say?

If you could start over what would you do
different?

Try to beless concerned about what othersthink and
try totakealonger view of life.

Whowould you liketoread your book? That is,
supposeit werewritten by someoneelse. Who
would you recommend it to?

Wel, it would beniceif peoplewho have had fairly
linear liveswouldread it. Hopefully they would gain
someinsght into thelivesof thosewhoselives sort of

fly out of control. But, sincel wasonce oneof those
people, and | doubt | would have appreciated the
book at that time, | have no reason to assumethey
would appreciateit now. So | guess| would
recommend it to thosewhose lives have gone out of
their control.
Why would you want them toread it?
For encouragement, hope, and maybe some
understanding and to know that they aren’'t done. To
realizethat their sometimes poor responsesare not
shameful or unacceptable, that God as often
portrayed by our churchesisinfinitely more
encompassi ng and unfathomable.

Oneof my favorite paragraphs:
THEN | SAID it. I’'msureit was one prayer He
heard. It must have been that. It must have
started with this prayer, this simple prayer, “ Lord,
| don’t want to sacrifice an ounce of eternity for a
ton of the present. | mean it. Help me!”

Bingo. Within less than two years| lost,
chronologically, our motorcycling friends, my
wife, my ability to sleep without drugs, our home,
my business, a job, several trusted friends, and
contact with my children. | ended up alonein
Denver with nothing to do. | had heard the wor st
things said to me by friends, business associates
and others. | had been insulted and felt betrayed
by those | trusted the most. And though God
hung around at first, He too seemed to have had
enough of me and disappeared. | know the Bible
says that He will never leave or forsake us, but
from my per spective, He seemed strangely absent.
People told me to cheer up, that things couldn’t
get much worse. They did.

| was going to learn to walk with Himin a
new way, but there are some detailstofill in.
| encourageyou to stop
what you aredoingand read

Unbridled

UNbridled

e P T
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Coeur d’Alene Chapter
Idaho Writers League

P.O. Box 1113

Hayden, Idaho 83835 USA

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

2008 Officers

Mary JaneHonegger: President

687-2900 honegger2@verizon.net

Nancy Bar nes: 1st VP & Co-Program Director
208-448-0833 nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com
Jim Turner: 2nd Vice President - Newsdletter Editor
208-664-9244  jimturner1@juno.com

Ann Washington: Secretary

777-9787 washingtonhouse@earthlink.net
AnnaGoodwin: Treasurer
623-3153 jargoodwin@msn.com

David E. Hibber d: Webmaster
509-928-5528 dehibberdwrites@comcast.net

LindaJuer gensen: Historian

683-2792 hljuergensen@gmail.com
BarbaraRostad: Hospitality Chair

208 777-1030 BKR9950@aol.com

Kathy Dobbs: Sunshine Committee
208-765-4606 kathleendobbs@verizon.net
Mary L. Smith: Special Projects

762-4081 marynl @verizon.net

Publicity Position Open

Who istheldaho Writers League?

Pur pose of the organization:

The Idaho Writers' League is organized exclusively for charitable and educational purposes for the promotion of social

welfare including:

A. To promote and maintain a high standard of literary output and to recognize accomplishments of 1daho writers.
B. To stimulate public respect and support for the art and profession of writing.

C. To provide a unified organization for writers and those with serious interest in writing and literary skills.

D. To encourage new writing talent, to exchange ideas through the L eague publication, and local and state meetings.
E. To stimulate writing by means of contests and recognition awards.

F. To encourage regional activity among neighboring chapters.



