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Coeur d’Alene Chapter
Idaho Writers League

akegazette

Celebrating our 65th Anniversary 1943-2008

December 2008

P.O. BOX 1113, Hayden, Idaho 83835

COEUR d’ALENE

IWL MEETINGS:
December 10
Jewett House
9:00 AM —Noon
Christmas Party, Awards, Officer
Ingdlation
Plus: Final Used Book Sale Sale
January 14
Jewett House
9:00 AM —Noon
Speaker: Mary Jane Honegger
Program: Writing Articles
January 15
L utheran Church
6:30—9:30 PM
Speaker: Mary Jo Krinkas
Program: Public Speaking for
Writers
February 11
Jewett House
9:00 AM —Noon
Speaker: Sammieand Dee
Justesen
Program: How to Get an Agent

December

Birthdays
Wes Hanson Dec 2
Mike Kincaid Dec 3
Gloria Warnick Dec 9
Richard Wilks Dec 13
Larry Telles Dec 14
Barbra Lund Dec 15
Sherry Ramsey Dec 20

Something'sin the Air

Thereissomething special intheair thistimeof year.
Thereisthe expectation of winter, theanticipation of the
holiday season, and the hope of the New Year. But there
iIssomething extraspecia goingonat IWL.

That somethingisexcitement and energy and
enthusiasm! | feltit during our last board meeting and
when | attended the author’ sbook salewe held acouple
of weeksago. | feltit again duringour first ever Open
Mic Night at our November 20 meeting.

That something isthe excitement of new idess, the
energy of recently el ected board membersand the
enthusiasm of our new members. What agreat timetobea
member of IWL.

ThelWL Authors ChristmasBook Salewasabhit. Hearingthe
€l even participating authors share something about themsel vesand their
bookswasjust plaininspiring—and the authors sold quite afew books as
well.

Mary Jane
Honegger

OpenMicNight wasjust plainfun. During the evening we enjoyed
themarvelousvariety of individual sthat make up our writer’ sgroup.
Amazingly, 14 out of 15 peoplewho attended the meeting stepped up to the
mic—someof themfor thefirsttimeintheir lives. Threeof thesewere
writerswho had just joined IWL that evening. Talk about enthusiasm!

Members shared poetry, persona essaysand memoirs. We heard
about apsycho-therapist inspired murder, and anurse’smemoir of adying
woman’'slife. We shared theangst of writer’sblock; devel oped sympathy
for aquartet of bungling burglars; and laughed aoud after meeting alady
withabird’ snestin her hair.

We enjoyed the beauty of winter through poetry and weretreated to
theearly morning sightswhilesearching for the summer solsticefromthe
back of amotorcycle. We became mesmerized by apoem about flying cats
(theearth moving type); weregiven aglimpseinto theworld of afairy witha
crystal flute; and weretreated to musical performancesby two of our multi-
talented members.

Continued page 2
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Intheend, weall gave ourselvesabiground
of applause—what afun way to end 2008!

| would liketo thank IWL membersand my
board for their support thisyear. | look forward to
seeing what fantastic programsand exciting adventures
the new board hasplanned for us, and hopeyou'll dl
joinus.

Mary Jane

Member ship Duesare Duel

We have many memberswho have renewed for 2009.
How about you?
It'seasy to renew. Giveyour $35.00 check to Anna
Goodwin or any of theofficersat the next regular
mesting.
OR  You canmail your check to:

IdahoWritersL eague

P.O. Box 1113,

Hayden, | daho 83835
OR Vigttheldaho WritersL eague website and
renew viaPayPal.

When you renew, make sureto let usknow of any

changesto your address, phone number, or e-mail
address.

Election Report for 2009

Officers
Nancy OwensBarnes

We are proud to announcethe
unanimous el ection of our 2009

Chapter Officers!

President Jenny Leo

1¢ VicePresident Nancy Barnes
2"VicePresdent  JimTurner
Secretary Jennifer Rova
Treasurer Peggy Chapman

Congratul ationsto the new Chapter Board Members.

Your Bio

GoesHere

Send the L akegazette
a short biography of
your self. Something
that you would use on
a book jacket.

Let usknow a little bit about who you

are and what you like to write.
Send your submissioninaWord document.
Picturesshould beinjpeg format.

S

Board Meetings

Board meetingsare held on the Monday beforethe
Wednesday meeting each month. The December 8th
meeting will beat Perkins Restaurant in Coeur
d Alene at 10:00AM.

All member sarewelcometo attend.

TWO-MINUTEREADS

We need membersfor our Two-Minute Reads. To
signup for aTwo-Minute Read, pleaseemail meat
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com. Thenext Two-
Minute Read opening for aday meeting isJanuary 15
and the next opening for an evening mestingis
February 19. Sosendmeanoteand 1’1 get you on
the schedule.

WE LOOK FORWARD TOHEARING YOUR
WORK!

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Jim Turner - Editor

(208 664-9244) jimturner 1@juno.com

Larry Telles - Assistant to the editor
Nancy Barnes - Assistant to the editor
Ann Story - Assistant to the editor
Mary Smith - Assistant to the editor

Deadline:
the 25th of each month.




Chapter Highlights

Ann Washington — Secretary

Boar d meeting news: Outgoing
officerswill present anotebook with
recordsof their officetotheincoming
president at the December 8" board
meeting to guideincoming officersin
their new position. Thegoa will beto
maintain the notebooksto aid future
board members.

Plansarein processfor awardswhich will be
presented at the December 10" day meeting. Jm
Turner isseeking volunteersto serve on anewd etter
team. Plansare underway for the 2009 spring
workshop and the WL State Convention to be hosted
by the Coeur d’ Alene chapter in 2010.

BooksFor ChristmasEvent at the Coeur d’Alene
Library

Eleven authors participated in the book signing held at
the Coeur d’' Alenelibrary assisted by the Friends of
theLibrary. Thisfirgt-timeevent proved successful in
selling about $1,000 worth of books.

Election Results

Membersat the November day and evening
meetingsunanimoudy approved thedate of officer
nominees. 2009 officersare: President, Jennifer Leo;

13 Vice President, Nancy Barnes; 2™ Vice President,
Jm Turner; Secretary, Jennifer Rova; and Treasure,
Peggy Chapman. New officerswill beinstalled at our
December mesting.

focuswasall about
adding emotional impact to your writing. CdA chapter
membersMary Langer akaMary L. Smith, author of
10 books and AnnaGoodwin, psychotherapist turned
writer, were perfect presentersfor thistopic.

The approximate 25 membersattending were
reminded that 70% of what wethink anddois
reved ed intheform of non-verba communication.
Mary suggested memberswatch TV at homenext time
without sound and take notice of al the non-verbal
language. Watch how muchissaidwithfacial
expression and body language done. Wewill be
amazed at how much we can learn without the use of
words. Aswriterswe need to show thislanguage by
putting these descriptionsinto wordswe use. Anna
demonstrated how muchwecantdll just by watching a
personsface. Just watch for expressionintheeyesor
fortensioninthejaw for example. Tip: Using three
descriptive words shows more than just one when

putting body language into your writing. Example
using body language:

Hegavetheguy anod, eyesdowncast, throat
working alittle“ Thanks.” Thesoundwasa
littlerough, but he attempted afaint smile. He
didn’t step back, just lifted hishead and gave
mearueful haf smile, acknowledging hisnear
breakdown.

Mary and Annaguided membersthrough severa
hel pful exercisesusing photographsand word liststo
practicewriting emotiona content. Once peoplegot
started they didn’t want to quit. Several members
shared what they had written. Theresultsof the
exerciseswereimpressive. Memberslearned one of
thebest thingsthey can do asaseriouswriter is
becomea“ peoplewatcher” and add thosethingswe
noticeto our writing to help our reader “ see” the
emotionsof our characters.

Open Mike Meeting
November 20" evening meeting provided hilarity as
membersshared an “open mike’ night. Learning to use
themicrophonewas part of thefocusfor theevening.
Therewere about 15 membersin attendanceand
nearly all stepped forward to share something they had
written. Jm Turner played aninstrumental pieceonthe
guitar and read hisrecently published motorcycling
article. Member DebraAnne Bishop entertained us
with her guitar asshe sang an original composition.
DaveHibberd read an article hewill beenteringin
theldaho Magazine contest. Membersshared all kinds
of writing fromhistoric, storiesof dysfunctiona families,
poetry, and nonsensical rhyme. Most of thereadings
werehumorouswhichleft memberslaughing and
wanting more. Everyonehad suchagreat timeitis
likely “open mikenight” will have arepesat performance
next year.

Membershad the opportunity to browsethrough
Chapter archivesof scrapbooksfromthelate 1980's
to 2001.

Used Book Sales

Our used book saleiswinding down. Members picked
up somerea bargainsin our “Everything Must Go”
sdepricing!



A Finale of Sorts

S. M. Garver
L ast December | made a commitment to
submit something for each Lakegazette issued in
2008. This rumination marks the completion of
that commitment. It's the bio I’ ve never written,
despite our newsletter editor’s regular requests
for members to write a bio for the newdletter.
I’m going to ignore the 250-300 word count
suggestion and write afull page because it’s
more of athis-is-me rather than a bio.

Although bios are often used as an
introduction, you'’ ve already been introduced to
snippets of my life. | use personal experiences
as catalysts for article ideas and included those
experiences in the pieces | wrote this past year. |
mention this because | grew up avery private
person sharing almost none of my thoughts,
feelings, and experiences. It was easier for me to
jump from an airplane than write about my lifein
a place where others would read it. | owned a
diary once as a child, but wrote little in it for
fear someone would find it, read it, and then tell
others what they read. | took a huge step when |
wrote Being Who | Am for last January’s
newsletter.

My belief that my lifeis still very much a
work in progress is one reason | resisted writing
abio. I'veyet to figure out what | want to be
when | grow up. | didn’t want to state a path then
not keep my word and follow that path. The paths
I’ve followed to date are a conglomeration of
squiggly lines. | consider most of them a part of
my past and not a definition of who | am today.
Some of those paths do define who | am.

I’m awanderer. I’ ve moved numerous
times and traveled significant distances on road
trips. I’ velived in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio,
Georgia, California, and Idaho. I’ ve lived for
short periods of time with relatives in New York
and Texas. I’'m currently travelingthe U. S.ina
car loaded with al my worldly possessions. I'm
writing this in a hotel in Kisssimmee, Florida.

I’m ateacher of the communicating sort.
My communication methods vary as do the
teaching topics, but | love to pass along
knowledge to enlighten and enthuse others about
life. | trained fellow employees when | was a
chemical engineer making those little beads that
become foam drinking cups. | trained customers

to run their businesses more efficiently when |
was a software instructor. While a regular patron
at aroller rink | taught youngsters how to stay
upright. | passed a ong knowledge and
confidence to those hanging from a rope
suspended from the ceiling while | was a
member at a climbing gym. | pass aong my
writing experiences in this newsletter.

I’m definitely an independent person. |
refuse to let others define my life which iswhy |
moved out of arental home and into my car in
September. | didn’t want the bank telling me
when | had to vacate; | would vacate on my own
terms.

My independence is probably part of the
reason why I’m mateless, however | do plan to
find amate. The main reason |’ ve not yet
acquired a spouse is | spent too many hours
working when | was younge.

I’m young in spirit or maybel’mjustina
body 20 years older than my mind. | recall in my
early twenties my mother telling me | was then
attempting to live the childhood | never had. | am
the oldest of five offspring and helped raise
siblings from the time | was two. Just a few
weeks ago my brother said of my current plans,
“Thisis something people do when they get out
of college, not when they’'re 45.” | refuse to let
chronological age definewho | am. | relishiin
defying what most expect someone of my age to
do, regardless of the age I'm at.

| titled this a finale of sorts because | do
not plan to renew my IWL membership. Thisis
my last newsletter contribution; that’s the finale.
The “of sorts’ is because I’ ve not yet decided
from where I'll base myself. | may rgoin at a
later date as Idaho is one of the possibilities.

Although | do not currently blog, | do
update my Web site regularly with photographs
of places I’ ve visited. You' re welcome to follow
my exploits and drop me aline at http://
WWW.Smgarver.com.

Editors Note:

Thank you Susan, for your
outstanding newsletter
contributions in 2008. We look
forward to hearing more tales of
your journey. Jim Turner



Perplexity

A Larry L. Laws

s | sit here with a poised pen-- “nothing.”

No great inspiration to describe! A month ago
two members from the Spokane Writer’s Club,
attended our Idaho Writer's League meeting.
They emphatically stated, several times, “There
is no such thing as writer’s block.”
Hmm...”could have fooled me.” They suggested
when faced with trouble writing, “just write...even
“crap,” but just keep writing.” Well now if there is
no such thing as writer’s block, then I'd better
figure out what to call my affliction. Thena
descriptive word, if itis a word, pops into my
head, “perplexity.” | pulled the leather-bound
Webster down and sure enough, there itis.
“Confused, puzzled, complicated, yep, Big Dan
is right on track.

This seems to be one of those days
when nothing aint wrong and nothing peers to be
right. That might give me something to
complain about if  hadn’t already said | can’t
find anything to complain about. Probably the
hour glass in my noggin needs to be transposed
to a complete inversion like in fraction division.
You know “shifting sands.”

Last night as | surrendered to slumber
land, no visions of sugar plums were a-dancing.
Rather my sweet dreams were filled with visions
of “tawdry mannequins” crow-hopping and
cavorting with lust filled loggers still adorned with
their caulk boots. “Could be a form of modern
dance, I guess.” | could attribute these, less than
comforting, visions to “gastronomical
turbulence”, for | did attend an all out, no holds
barred, birthday party. My son, Tim was the
guest of honor, his little wife Theresa was in
charge of the festivities and shore enough the
well laden chuck wagon of gourmet delights did
make a call.

| realize 1 did imbibe some, but it hardly
seems possible that a few trips to the foamy keg
could be the stimuli for such mind altering
illusions. Rather I'll lay the blame on carelessly
mixing toasted tater with marvelous macaroni
and pasta salads chased with coleslaw. | have
had similar, but less sleep robbing visions,
before. I'll remember to refrain from mix

starches again. | did have a good time and met
some wonderful people. Whether the above is
crap or acceptable literature is subject to the
reader’s interpretation, like in the “eyes of the
beholder.” But, irregardless, “the perplexity” is
conquered, the ink is flowing, and the world aint
so bad after all.

We Need Your Expertise!

Nancy OwensBarnes

Thanks to all memberswho shared their
expertise by presenting a program to our
group over the past year! In addition to
speakers from outside our IWL group, we
had a number of speakers from within our
group and it iswonderful to have such a
talented membership to draw from for our
programs.

| have begun filling slots for our 2009
programs and encourage any of you who
would like to present a program to let me
know as soon as possible so | can get you
scheduled. If you have considered
becoming a speaker but are not quite
comfortable in doing so, | encourage you to
step out of your comfort zone and share
your knowledgewith us.

How many writers does it take to
change a light bulb?
Two.
Oneto screw it in almost all the way
and the second to giveit a surprising
twist at the end.




How Many Copies Doesthe
“Average” Book Sell?

Nikki Aranawasrecently involvedin adiscussion
of the" average” book’ssalesnumbers. Theaverageis
500. Thoughit'sfor theyear 2004. Following are
excerptsfrom the discussion that shethought others
wouldfindinteresting. Much of it was contributed by

Randy Ingermanson:
| n 2004, You haveto remember
that averagescan be
therewere | igeringwhentaking
closeto about agrosdy tilted

: fiedlikepublishing.
200,000 new titles "1y qverageisthe

publlshed total number of all
copiessold divided
and about 1.2 by the number of
million titles titles. In2004, there
. . were closeto 200,000
INPrint. o titespublished and

about 1.2milliontitlesin
print. A largenumber of those were self-published or
old back-list and sold practically nothing. Thisdrags
down theaverageenormoudly.
Herearemorenumbersfor theyear 2004:

80% of al titlessold fewer than 100 copies. (This
iswhat isdragging down the average—those hundreds
of thousands of self-pubbed titlesthat only get sold to
family and friends AND AL SO those hundreds of
thousands of old back-list titlesthat areno longer
slingmuch.)

98% of all titles sold fewer than 5000 copies. (So
if your book sold morethan 5000 copies, you areat
the 98th percentile, whichislikebeinginMensa, only it
doesn’t sound quiteasimpressive.)

A few hundred titlessold over 100,000 copies.
About 10titlessold over amillion copies.

What isgoing onisthat ahandful of authorsare
immensaly successful. A few
hundred authorsaredoing very,
very well. A fair number of authors
aredoing pretty well. And
enormousnumbersof authorsare
slinglike, um, you get theidea.

All of the numbersabovearefor
theyear 2004 and they include both
fictionand nonfiction. A successful
agent posted on hisblog acoupl e of

months ago with more recent numberswhich show that
thetrendistoward ever more people self-pubbing,
ever more people going the POD route, ever more
back-list, and ever more books salling like, um, you get
theidea

Please understand thisisnot to diss self-pubbed or
POD books. There are somefine, fine booksthat are
self-pubbed or POD. But thevast, vast mgjority of
badly edited and

badly marketed LJd'snot
booksare self- unusuaj for
pubbed and/or POD.

Also note that the finalistsfor maj or
sales numbers for national awardsto
traditionaly published
books(i.e., by royaty- sell ver y few
paying publishers) are Copi es.
far higher. Probably
the average such book
sellsaround 10,000 copieslifetime. Thisisaballpark
figureor areasonableguess. Remember that thisincludes
all royaty-paying publishers, fromthe Big Boysin New
York downtothesmallest publishers.

Also, notethat it’snot unusual for finalistsfor mgor
national awardsto sell very few copies. It'sbeensaid
that somefindistsfor theNational Book Award have
sold only about 500 copies. Sometimes, high quality
justisn’t appreciated by those great unwashed masses,
who somehow prefer exploding helicoptersor
exploding bodices.

Onefinal note onthese numbers. Oneperson
reported that Dan Brown (whosefourth novel, THE
DA VINCI CODE, sold about 40 million copies) had
aggregate salesfor hisfirst three novelsof about
20,000 copies. That'sfewer than 7000 copies per
book, and hewas publishing with major New York
publishersright fromtheget-go. Andthepoint of
telling you these numbersisNOT to say “Dan’sfirst 3
novelsdidn’t sell well, but then hebrokeout.”) No.
Thepoint hereisto say that “ Dan Brown'sfirst 3
novelssoldlikeaTYPICAL nove by anunknown
novelist publishing withamaor New York publisher,
but he was one of the very few who broke out. And
nobody quite knowswhy he broke out when hedid,
becausethefourth book wasn't any better than the
third one, except that it violated moreknown facts.”



Try Second Person in Fiction
Larry Godwin

he authors of most novelsand short storieschoose

third-person narration and point of view (POV),
e.g., Shewon the election and He heard her crying
inthe next room, to spintheir tales. 1t'sthe most
straightforward way to tell astory and sincereaders
areusedtoit, why exploreaternatives?

Increasingly these dayswefind examplesof
first-person use, e.g., | removed the splinter fromher
hand and | could sense something waswrong. The
protagonist/narrator sharesher perceptionswithout
commentary and describeswhat she does, sees, and
feesinher ownwords. By talking directly tothe
reader, the protagoni st establishesan intimate personal
bond with thereader and smultaneoudy pullshiminto
the midst of the piece, perhapsmaking the story and all
the charactersseem moreimmediateandreal. Note
withthisoption, the protagonist cannot die.

Few writerselect thefina POV dternative,
second person, e.g., You always knew this day would
come. Thischoiceisapowerful onethat createsan
effect even moreintimate than first person, yet without
melodrama. Thereader feelspersondly involvedinthe
protagonist’sstruggle, for the narrator addressesthe
reader withthefamiliar “you,” asif she (thereader)
weretheprotagonist. Thistechniquefostersempathy
and thereader actually becomesthe protagoni<t,
increasing the potential for absorption into the story.
Thuswriterscan achieveadimension of immediacy
and reader identification with themain character via
second person that makestheir prose stand apart. An
excdlentexampleis“A Yuletide Tae’ inthe December
2003 issueof ByLine; weareinseparably involvedin
theyoung boy’slabor to please hisfather when he
selectsand cutsthefamily Christmastree.

However, onelimitation of bothfirst- and
second-person POV isthat it’ sdifficult for the centra
character to physically describeherself. Fortunately,
theskillful writer can employ effectivetechniquesto
overcomethisproblem.

A moreseriouslimitation, for novels, isthis:
with strict first- or second-person POV, how doesthe
reader gain knowledge about other characters actions
and dialogue whenthose personsarenot inthe
protagonist’spresence? It'simpossiblefor the reader
to know these detailsunlessthe protagonist later finds
themout. To curethisproblem, thewriter could adopt
ahybrid POV, using first or second personinthe

sceneswherethe protagonist is present and third
person for the other POV charactersintheir scenes.
Of course, writing solely inthird person precludesthis
obstaclefromarising.

Notegenerally neither first- nor second-person
POV may besuitablefor genreslikethriller, mystery,
andtruecrime, if theaimisdetachment.

Here'san excerpt from ashort story wherel
used second-person POV, coupled with present tense.

You fixed Dirk a tray of crackers
and cheese to munch on while he
watches “Deal Or No Deal” and he
comes storming up to the loft, your
sanctuary. He bangs open the door and
shouts, “Damn it, Ellen, there you are.
You’re not writing another song, are
you?”

You straighten up and put your
hands in your lap; he’s caught you
again. “I’'m sorry, | thought you wanted
your own company — most of the time
you don’t seem to want me around.”

He towers over you. “A wife is
supposed to keep her husband company
and do things for him, don’t you know
that? Instead of sneaking off by
yourself, wasting time writing junk.
Hell, that’s all you ever do.”

Tears start to come. “When we’re
together, it seems like you’ve got
nothing to say to me. You criticize what
| have to talk about, so | thought I'd
leave you alone while you watch your
program, that’s all.”

“I’ve got good reason to criticize.
All you ever think about is music and
religion and I’'m sick of it.”

You narrow your eyes and say,
“You know, sometimes | just feel like
leaving.” This is the first time you’ve
said that out loud.

He grunts, then turns around and
slams the door behind him.

You bethejudge; could | have created the same
effect usngfirst or third person?

Inyour next fiction piece, experiment writinga
few paragraphs using each of thethree POV
alternativesand seewhichisthe best choice.



SHINLING, GARY AND TOBY

Jennifer Rova
Rgadi ng hasalwaysbeen apart of my life.
rowing upinthe sheltered existence of asmall
town in North Dakota, one of the biggest surprisesof
my lifewasfinding out not all people could read!
Several yearsago, | becameinvolved witha
program to teach adultsto read. After 12 hours of
training, | wasassigned my first student, ShinLing, a
young Korean, high school graduate who recently
moved to the United States. She could read, but not
English. Her ability to speak English waspoor but she
could make herself understood.
When queried about her most pressing reading

needs, Shin said she shopped for food items by looking

at the pictureson the packages. If it looked liked
something withwhich shewasfamiliar, shebought the
box and experimented. Most dishesweredisasters.
Shesoonlearnedtoread“ cup”, “bail”, “minutes,” and
“bake’.

Her interest in American holidayswasignited when
| gave her aHalloween card. Thisbeganaside
exploration of why and when Americanssent greeting
cards. Shewasdelighted to learn about Vaentine's
Day, and the Christian concept of Easter withthe
confusing chickensand pastel colored eggs. She
learned to read many wordsviathe Hal Imark tutorial
method.

Our lesson the beginning of Thanksgiving week was

the most touching. Shin appeared with asmall bag and
ashy smile. Wefinished our activitiesand she handed
methebag. Insdewasabeautiful hand painted silk

scarf fromKoreaand alovely greeting card wishing me

and my family ahappy Thanksgiving. Shesaid | had
explained that the meaning of the American holiday
wasaday peoplegavethanksfor what they haveand
shewasthankful to have me as her tutor. Weworked
together for amost ayear.

Another student was an angry, highly successful,
college graduate and businessman. He had bluffed his
wasthrough high school and college, getting othersto
takehistestsfor him or through extensive participation
inclass. Hewaslivid because abusinesspartner had
swindled himout of millionsof dollarswhen hereslized
Gary could not read. He vowed that would not happen
again. To my knowledge Gary, who learned to read at
age 41, never told hischildren he could not read.

Not all studentswere successes. Toby, atruck
driver, said hedidn’t need to read and wasthere only

POET'S
CORNER

White Mirage

Liz Mastin

The Mohave canyon
With a wayward whimsey,
Whipped the night air
Into surf-sounding frenzy.

I heard breezes lashing
And wild currents, dashing
Invisible combers,

To imaginary shores.

The incessent commation
Of mighty lions roaring
Finally awakened me
From storm-tossed sleep
And with casual entreaty
Beckoned me over
To my large picture windows
And low window-seat.
Like a boat come dislodged
Finds itself on the ocean,
Arrived without warning
In some brand-new dimension,
| gazed at the desert
Alive with moon-glow,
And all the sere land
Was enshrouded with snow.
What a beautiful sight
On this warm desert night;
And despite the winds whipping,
Despite the loud roaring,
Despite such strong currents,
Could loosen boat moorings,
Despite these loosed convicts
Striking hard at each hill,
The white mirage snow

Lay peaceful and still.

because hiswifeforced him. Sheleft amessage saying
he refused to continue after our firstlesson.

My students astounded me with their dedicationto
learnadifficult skill and their pridewhenthey received
acertificateof completion. Shin Ling remainsmy
favoritestudent. | still get teary eyed when | wear the
beautiful scarf shegavemefor Thanksgiving. Reward
isatwoway street.



I sat at asmall card tableabout twenty feet from thefront door with a

Cheshirecat gringlued onmy face. | wasat my first book signing.

My stack of bookswas sitting on agreen tablecl oth with ballpoint pen
closeby. Theyoung people cominginthe door of Hastingswould not make
eyecontact withme. Thelittlesenior ladieswithwhitehair al gavemeasmile
and said hello asthey passed. Onelittle boy about seven cameby with his
father. Theboy stopped and watched my portable DV D player for about
twenty seconds. Helooked at meand said, “that’san old movie, man!” This
ispart of paying your duesfor writing abook. Did | sell any books? Yes, |
did.

Now it’son tothePleasant L and Book Storein Rathdrum on
December 5th from 1to 4 P.M. Larry Telles

Toot Your Own Horn
L et your chapter membersknow about your successes. Any success can be
aninspirationfor others.
Now it’syour turnto let usknow about your accomplishments. Remember
that al authorshaveto get involved in salf-promotion. Let it start here!
Send an email telling about your work. What it isand wherewe can look
forit. Let othersbeinspired by your success!

Send your SUCCESS STORIES to jimturner1@juno.com
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Looking for

Input....

The Lakegazette is
looking for your input.
Now is the opportunity
for you to get published.
This newsletter can use
articles, essays, poetry,
book reviews, even short
stories.

What’s your story?
How about jotting down a
two hundred-word
biography about you?
Who are you? Where did
you come from? What
brought you to CDA?
What do you write? Why
do you write? Are you
published?

You get the idea! I’d
like to keep the topics
based around writing or
the writing experience.
We are a writing
organization and this
newsletter should
highlight that fact.

Dig around through
your files and desk
drawers and see what
you have hiding in there.

Guiddinesfor submission are
simple. Try to keep your pieceto
one page. 600-750 wordsor less.
Submit asaWORD document, e-
mail attachment. No need for any
fancy formatting. TimesNew
Roman 12 pt, single spaced
workswell for insertionintothe
newdetter. Pleasetitleyour piece
andincludeyour by-line.
Submit to jimturner 1@juno.com.




Notes, News,
Announcements
and other unpaid

political incursions

Spokane Authors&
Sdf-Publishers

Nancy OwensBarnes
Inaninterest to shareinformation
with other writing groups, the
Coeur d' Alene Chapter of IWL
and Spokane Authorsand Self-
Publishers (SASP) haveagreed to
shareprograminformation. Inthis
regard, following areupcoming
programsfor SASP.

December 4, 2008

AnneMini, Ph.D. returnswith
detailedinformationon

“Writing asuccessful query letter
and congtructing awinning
synopss’

January 8, 2009

Sarah Conover will speak onthe
importance of

“Preparing abook proposal and
developinga

Marketing Plan.”

February 5, 2009

PoetsDay

“OpenMike’ for al SASP Poets
Spokane Authors & Self-Publishers
(SASP) meetsonthe FIRST
THURSDAY of each month at the OLD
COUNTRY BUFFET 5504 N. Division,
Spokane, WA. The meeting roomis
open at 11AM for usto eat lunch. Our
formal meeting startsat NOON with
our featured speaker or other event.
SASP encourages guests to attend
meetings—one time only please. To
continue, you need to become a
member. (Personal guests of members
arewelcomeat any time.) Membership

dues of $15 are due in January. For
additional information visit

www.spokaneauthors.org.

Books For Chrissmas

Brandilyn Collins
discusses her
books with avisitor
to the Books for
Christmasevent at
the Coeur d’' Alene

library.

Richard Wilks
pans for the
camerawhile
Mary Smith
discusses the
IWL with aguest
at the authors
table.

Nikki Arana
autographs a copy
of one of her
bookswhile
Michagl Marsden
reviews his notes.
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Vokabulere

By Norm dePloom
Doesyour character in your book liketowork crossword puzzlesor
doyou? Herear e someoften used but slightly obscurewor dsfor your
files. You will notice that many of the words contain a lot of vowels
which iswhy crossword author susethem.

nene (nay-nay)—rare, wild form of agoosefound in Hawaii; state bird of
Hawalii; “ Hawaiian goose’

rani—princessor queeninthelndiesor East Indies; plural ranee
opine—hold and state as one'sopinion

étager e—piece of furniture with open shelvesand often with doorson the
bottom

URL —aninternet address; Uniform Resource L ocator

Ennui (on-nwee)—fedling of being bored by something; dissatisfaction; “the
blahs’

lido—apublic outdoor swimming pool; pool deck of acruise ship, apart of
thebeach where people can swim; Lido, an 11 milelong sandbar near Venice,
[taly.

riata—lariat, lasso

een—poet’sword for “ dusk”

odea—plural of “odium”; covered building in Greece or Romefor musical
performances, amodern concert hall

manx—taillesscat; anamefor the ethnic people of theidand of Man
iter—apassage, especially between 39 and 4" sections of the brain;
oater—cowboy movie

faery—and of thefaeries(tiny, mischievous, imaginary being); dternatespdling
of “fary”

ete—most often French for summer; estimated time enroute (Ieftinjourney);
end-to-end

erne—afish-eating seaeagle

roué—(r0-&) a lecherous, dissolute man in fashionable society
alee—sailingin oppositedirection of thewind

etape—(ye-tap) aplace wheretroops camp after aday’smarch
eidolon— phantom, apparition, animage of anideal

agor a—amarketplace especialy inancient Greece; currency unitinlsragl
rime—acoating of iceon grassor trees

emend—toimproveby critical editing usually by text book aterations
otology—study of medicinethat dealswiththeear

redolent—having or emitting afragrance; suggestive, reminiscent

Herearesomefree, onlinecrossword puzzlesites.
http:/Avww.quizland.com/cotd.htm (easy)
http://mww.crosswordsite.com/ (easy, medium, hard)
http://thinks.com/daily _crossword.htm (good challenge)
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Suggestionsfor Posting Book Adson Craig'sList

(Youmay post the same ad on only one geographic areaat onetimefrom
thesameemail address). Get around thislimitation by usng multiple
addresses. You can get free addressesfrom Hot Mail, Yahoo, etc.

Adtitle:

Form: (Book/Genre: followed by your hook (70 characters, maximunm/
totd))

Sample: Book/Romance: Rachael needsagood husband—in the
wor st possibleway.

Copy/Pastethisintothe‘ Ad Title' blank ontheCraig'sList form

Leavelocation blank or possibly put inyour publisher’sorder URL

Description:
Copy/Pastethisintothe’ Description’ blank onthe Craig'sList form.
Samplefollows:

‘Shanghaied Heart’ by author Chuck Lyons... Novel, Romance, 292
pages, eBook or paperback...

Rachael needsa good husband—in thewor st possibleway...

How can thislone, 1960s Black teenager protect her father, her
unborn child, and her self from therapist’sretaliatory death threats?
Shecamouflagesthe sour ceof her pregnancy by concoctinga
shotgun marriagetothebest candidatewithin reach, an innocent
Whiteboy. But he'shaving noneof it, convinced marriageand family
soyoungwill imprison himin alifetimeof hand-to-mouth farm
drudgery...

To seemore, search by title @: FictionWise.com (eBook) or
Amazon.com (Print)

Can't usehyperlinks, hencethe‘ To seemore’ lineabove.

Usethree periodsto give more separation. No specia formatting or
charactersallowed.

Sofar | haven’t runinto acharacter limit for the Description, but keep
ittight and focused.

Repesat your hook in the description.
Expirationtimefor aposting variesby region (as
short as 7 days, aslong as45 days). Keep alog and
re-post them into other areas asthey expire.

Make up al your text ahead of timeand then

copy/pasteitintothe CraigsList form’sblanks.

p = Picture: Insertasmall-size cover imagefile(Copy/
Sanghaceds  Pastedoes't work)
}%ﬂ# \1'\.
\J Chuck Lyons

i

12

Opportunity

M essagefrom Kitty
Fleishman of Idaho
Magazine

Idaho Magazineislooking for
querieson somelonger storiesfor
the magazine (2,500 to 3,000
words) on non-fiction topics. We
receive adeluge of shorter pieces,
but it’sniceto have somelonger
storiestoincludein eachissue, as
well, and using achapter of a
forthcoming book isagood way
to get some pre-publicity and
feedback beforeyou goto press.

If you have chapters of books
you' d liketo submit on ldaho
topics, we' remost interested in
looking at them.

Our writers guidelinescan be
found at
www.idahomagazine.com.

Kitty Delorey Fleischman
Publisher/Editor

IDAHO magazine

1412 W. Idaho St., Ste. 240
Boise, ID 83702

tel: 208 336-0653 x 100
fax: 208 336-3098
www.idahomagazine.com




Interesting Articlefrom Jerry SmmonsNewd etter -
Turn anew leaf in life

and writeabook.

By BARB STEGEMANN
WHENEVER I giveatalk, | makeapoint of asking
how many peopleintheaudiencewish they could write
abook. Nearly every hand goesup. It puzzlesmethat
more peopledon’t put their thoughts on paper. |
believeif you have knowledge on sometopic, itisyour
responsibility to get over any fearsyou might have and
write.

You can empower otherswith your speciaized
knowledge, story or wisdom. That’scrucia because
knowledgeistheonly thing that canwin out over
opinion, which can take organizationsand communities
adtray.

I will never forget when broadcaster and author
Michael Harrisgave meacopy of hisbook, The
JudasKiss. Inscribed insidewerethewords* Write
thebook!” Harristold methat everyone hasabook
insidethem. Hewasindeed correct.

Over adecadelater, | finally wrotethe book, The
7 Virtues of a Philosopher Queen. Now | tour our
provincegiving talksempowering peopl e to connect
withtheir buying power. | get email from peoplewho
want to writetheir own book, and likeHarris, | say go
forit! Here'smy advice on how to get started:

First step - Visualize. Peter Legge, Toastmasters
top motivational speaker in North Americaand CEO
of CanadaWide publishing, haswritten eight books.
When | told him | wanted to write abook on
empowerment through philosophy, hesaid, “ Barb, print
off acopy of the cover of your book and wrap it
around an empty journal and placeit on your desk and
visudize”

Second step - Commit towhat | call the
“Mordecai.” Mordecai Richler used towriteeach
morning fromsix to 10 0’ clock and it did not matter
whether he got aword, apage or achapter. That daily
commitment at the sametimeeach day will guarantee
your book will emerge.

Third Step - Consider your tar get market,
genreand thepurpose of your book. For Steve
Murphy, broadcaster and author, hisfirst book, Liveat
5: the Story Behind Its Success (2002), sold thousands
of copies. Murphy donated all proceeds, $35,000, to
Christmas Daddies and the IWK. His second book,
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Beforethe Camera(2006), apersonal story, sold
about 12,000 copies. Both were Canadian bestsellers!

Fourth Step - Decideif you are going to shop
your book around tothevariouspublishersor if you
aregoingto sdf-publish. | self-published because my
mentor told mehedid not want to seemy book ina
“bargainbin.” Sol control my distribution and the
price. And when | speak at afundraiser for anon-
profit | am ableto donate 40 per cent of therevenueto
the cause because| amin control of my book and the
price.

You may prefer the security and direction of a
recognized publisher. Murphy went through Nimbus
Publishing. Andlocd author Led ey Choyce, who has
written 40 books, built hisown publishing company,
Pottersfield Press.

With something likeone out of every severa
thousand manuscriptsactualy finding itsway into print,
hewarnsthat storytellersneed to be prepared to work
exceedingly hard. He adds, however, atruly great idea
or story will finditsway toitsaudience.

Fifth Step - Be prepared to market. No matter
whether you choose apublisher or go the self-
publishing market, you must be prepared to market.
TV advertisng worked very well for Murphy and his
books. Socia mediasuch as Facebook are becoming
very popular aswell asonlinesalesand local
bookstoresthat will takelocal authors.

Inlife, thereisnogainif thereisno risk taken.
MarcusAurdlius, one of theworld' sgreatest leaders,
would remind usthat we' reall dead in 100 yearsand
no oneisgoing to remember us. But if you writeyour
book, perhapsyour wisdom and legacy will liveon and
delight and empower others. Writethe book.

Barb Stegemann is an author and her company
empower's non-profit, business and government to
build stronger communities.




REFRESHMENT BRIGADE: HOW IT WORKS
Barbara Rostad, Hospitality Chair
You' veall nibbled assorted goodies at both day and night
meetings....and you' veall seenthat sheet of datesthat gets passed
around most every meeting. What'sthe connection?

It'sasimple equation: sign-upson the sheet equal snacksonthe
table.

It'salso smpleto pleaseour paates. Put somefoodinfront of
usandweest it.

WEe' ve never had an empty tableyet and wethank thosewho
have participated, especialy those who have brought ustreatsmore
thanonceinayear.

Though the snacksare appreciated, their greater significancelies
inthe sharing among membersasthey chat over acup of coffeeand
cookies...or cheese and crackers...or applesand grapes.

Theamisto giveeveryoneachanceto offer their choice of treats
and to reciprocatefor those they have consumed. on numerous
previousoccasions. Homemade or purchased, we'll eat it with
gugto.

Here'saquick rundown of expectationswhenyou signupfor a
dateto serve.

¢ 1.Provideyour nameand your phone number.

¢ 2.Writedownthedateonyour calendar. | try toremind
peoplebut it’snot failsafe. Ask Sherry Ramsey about getting
areminder when shewasalready enroutefrom Priest River to
themeeting!

¢ 3.Copy thename and number of other serverson your date
or call meto ask (777-1030).

¢ 4. Contact your helper(s) to discusswhat you' d liketo bring.
Typically acoupletypesof cookiesor crackersand cheese
or somefruit plussomething to drink will suffice. 1t'snota
smorgasbord.

¢ 5. Comeafew minutesearly and arrange your food.

¢ 6.Plantospend alittletimegreeting membersasthey arrive.
Thisaspect of servingisnew. Sinceserverscomeearly, we
areasking themto double asgreetersin the coming year.

IWL hasabasket of paper goods and tableware at each meeting
locationfor serverstouse. BuyingtheseisNOT your responsibility.
At Jewett Housethe coffeeis made by the caretaker; at the church
wedoit ourselves.

Not al of uswant to bean officer. Not al of usarewillingto
present aprogram at ameeting or to share at an open mike. But
each one of ushasafavorite snack weliketo make or buy and we
cantakeour turn at providing thisto our members.

Writersneed nourishment from many sources. A coffeebreak
together meetsphysicdl, socid, intellectual, even spiritua needs.
Pleasetakeyour turnin our 2009 Refreshment Brigade.
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TWO-MINUTE READS

Asmany of you have noticed, wehave
begun holding two-minutereadingsat our
regular meetings. Thesereadingsare
important to thegroup in anumber of
ways. Firg, italowsmembersof the
group to hear thewriting style of other
members. Second, it providesafriendly
forum for authorsto practicereading
their work aoud and to receive positive
feedback from members. Third, it helps
usget to know each other alittle better.
Andfourth, itsfun!
Duetotimerestrictions, however, itis
best to ensurethat thereadingsare done
inan efficient, cond stent manner.
Therefore, we ask that you pleasefollow
thesesmpleguiddinesfor your two-
minutereed.
1. Beprepared. Practiceyour reading
ahead of timeto makesureit fitswithin
two minutes.
2. If youfed aneedtoexplainyour
materia beforeyou readit, your
explanation must fit within your two-
minutetimeframe. If you can, either
read something that standsaloneor
something that doesnot requiremore
than afew wordsof smpleexplanation.
3. Readersshould stand and facethe
groupwhenreading. Thisgivesthe
author practiceat readinginfront of a
group (whichdl authorsshould learnto
do) and allowseveryoneto hear them
better.
We began the Two-Minute Read
program with the board members
reading their work. Now itistimeto
begin hearing fromthegenerd
membership. Tosignupfor aTwo-
Minute Read, pleaseemail meat
nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com. The
next Two-Minute Read opening for a
day meetingisJanuary 15 and the next
openingfor anevening meetingis
February 19. Sosend meanoteand Il
get you ontheschedule.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING Y OUR WORK!




BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS & OPEN MIC

NIGHT BIG HITS

Barbara Rostad

Seatbelt suspense. Silent films. Sand play. Southern routes to
Alaska. Each of these was highlighted by an author from our own
chapter at Books for Christmas in the Coeur d’ Alene Public Library
November 13, an event so successful many are suggesting it become

an annual affair.

More than 10% of our membership talked about their books and
offered them for sale, ringing up about a thousand dollars and bringing

around one hundred dollars to the library coffers.

Though the books and the stories behind their publication have
been described by most of these authors at our chapter programs,
hearing all 11 promote their material in rapid-fire succession created

an electric atmosphere that was jaw-dropping.

Both breadth and depth were apparent in the parade of books that included
romance, mystery, spiritual journeys, history, adventure, academia and more.

Masterminded by Nancy Barnes with the help of Jennifer Rova, Books for
Christmas was attended by nearly 50 members and guests.

Authors included Nikki Arana, Nancy Barnes, Elizabeth Brinton, Brandilyn
Collins, Gary Edwards and Anna Goodwin. Also showing their books were
Michael Kincaid, Michael Marsden, Mary Langer Smith, Larry Telles and

Richard Wilks.

Open Mic

A similar feeling was evoked at a second November event, an open
mic program at the night meeting where over a dozen members read
from their works for five minutes each.

Again, the intensity, quality and variety of material presented
was impressive.

Not only were there excerpts from poetry, novels, history and
assorted articles, but we also heard musical selections played by
Jim Turner and one of our newest members, Debra Ann Bishop, who
wrote both tune and lyrics of her number.

Most of those at open mike night were in addition to the 11
authors at the book sale.

We have an abundance of talent in our chapter and a group of
members launching a publishing company.

Which leads to an obvious conclusion: a new anthology from the
Coeur d’ Alene IWL should soon be in the works.
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Coeur d’Alene Chapter
Idaho Writers League

P.O. Box 1113

Hayden, Idaho 83835 USA

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

2008 Officers

Mary JaneHonegger: President David E. Hibber d: Webmaster

687-2900 honegger2@verizon.net 509-928-5528  dehibberdwrites@comcast.net

Nancy Bar nes: 1st VP& Co-Program Director Linda Juer gensen: Historian

208-448-0833  nancyowensbarnes@yahoo.com 683-2792 hljuergensen@gmail.com
nancyowensbarnes@conceptcable.com Bar bara Rostad: Hospitality Chair

Jim Turner: 2nd Vice President - Newsl etter Editor 208777-1030  BKR9950@a0l.com

208-664-9244  jimturner1@juno.com Kathy Dobbs:  Sunshine Committee

Ann Washington: Secretary 208-765-4606 kathleendobbs@verizon.net

777-9787 washingtonshouse@roadrunner.com Jennifer Rova: Publicity

AnnaGoodwin: Treasurer jrovacop@roadrunner.com

623-3153 jargoodwin@msn.com

Whoistheldaho Writers League?

Purpose of the organization:

The Idaho Writers' League is organized exclusively for charitable and educational purposes for the promotion of social
wefareincluding:

A. To promote and maintain a high standard of literary output and to recognize accomplishments of |daho writers.

B. To stimulate public respect and support for the art and profession of writing.

C. To provide aunified organization for writers and those with seriousinterest in writing and literary skills.

D. To encourage new writing talent, to exchange ideas through the L eague publication, and local and state meetings.
E. To stimulate writing by means of contests and recognition awards.

F. To encourage regional activity among neighboring chapters.



